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Introduction
The beauty of Newport Beach is arguably its greatest asset, and its citizens share the belief that it can 

and should be re�ected throughout all areas of civic life.  To some, this means aspiring to the highest 

aesthetic ideals in all physical planning for the community through imaginative architecture, landscape 

and public works design.  To others, it means de�ning the community through unique signature artistic 

experiences distinct from those o�ered in other cities or it means reinforcing the economic vitality of 

the City.  To capture the dreams of those who call Newport Beach home and to recommend a number of 

ways the City can bring them to fruition, the City of Newport Beach contracted in May 2014 with Arts 

Orange County (Arts OC) to develop Phase I of a Master Arts and Culture Plan.
  

The successful implementation of such a plan would ideally achieve a number of broad goals:  
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The objectives of the plan were to:
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 culture in the life of the City 
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 they might be �lled
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 overcome them
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 to other cities
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 to the community
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 and its overall arts ecology
  

This document contains Arts OC’s recommendations as a result of its 6-month process of research 

and evaluation. While no such report can be a comprehensive roadmap for future planning, this 

Master Arts and Culture Plan can serve as an important resource for the City to understand its needs 

and a valuable tool in its e�orts to address them.
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The mission of the Arts Commission is to promote and support a wide range of 
accessible cultural programs, activities and facilities to address the needs and 
interests of residents and visitors in the Newport Beach community. 

Appointed by City Council, the City Arts Commission acts in an advisory capacity to the City 
Council in all matters pertaining to artistic, aesthetic and cultural aspects of the City. The City 
Arts Commission also recommends to the City Council the adoption of such ordinances, rules 
and regulations as it may deem necessary for the administration and preservation of �ne arts, 
performing arts, historical, aesthetic and cultural aspects of the community. On behalf of the 
City, the Arts Commission actively encourages programs for the cultural enrichment of the 
community and performs such other duties relating to the arts as the City Council may require.
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At a time when cities are competing to enhance 

quality of life opportunities for their residents, 

generate longer visitor stays though cultural 

tourism attractions, and to respond to the business 

�_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u�"�o�� �j�a�a�`�� �b�k�n�� �]�� �_�n�a�]�p�e�r�a�� �s�k�n�g�b�k�n�_�a�(�� �p�d�a��

City of Newport Beach has embarked on the 

creation of a new set of recommendations for its 

arts and culture policy. 

�J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �d�]�o�� �n�a�e�j�b�k�n�_�a�`�� �p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�"�o�� �h�a�c�]�_�u��

of cultural engagement and learning with the 

building of the Civic Center and Library, which 

now functions as an arts and cultural hub of 

the community. These architectural additions 

�a�t�a�i�l�h�e�b�u�� �p�d�a�� �_�e�p�u�"�o�� �r�e�o�e�k�j�� �p�k�� �a�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�� �]�� �d�e�c�d�a�n��

�]�a�o�p�d�a�p�e�_���b�k�n���J�a�s�l�k�n�p�"�o���^�q�e�h�p���a�j�r�e�n�k�j�i�a�j�p�*���P�d�a�o�a��

achievements, along with the commitment to 

design and implement a cultural plan, testify to 

�p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�"�o�� �`�a�o�e�n�a�� �p�k�� �a�i�^�n�]�_�a�� �b�q�h�h�u�� �p�d�a�� �^�a�j�a�|�p�o��

o�ered by a robust arts and cultural landscape in 

Newport Beach.  

This timely action parallels the cultural planning 

initiatives of other great cities where arts and 

culture are recognized as an integral facet of 

community pride, civic health, and economic 

vitality. 

The 2014 Newport Beach Master Arts and Culture 

�L�h�]�j���n�a�l�n�a�o�a�j�p�o���p�d�a���n�a�o�q�h�p�o���k�b���]���o�e�t�)�i�k�j�p�d���l�n�k�_�a�o�o��

�`�a�o�e�c�j�a�`�� �p�k�� �n�a�)�r�e�o�e�p�� �a�t�e�o�p�e�j�c�� �_�e�p�u�� �l�k�h�e�_�u�� �b�k�n�� �p�d�a��

arts, consider the current community assets, and 

�a�j�r�e�o�e�k�j���]���n�k�]�`�)�i�]�l���k�b���n�a�_�k�i�i�a�j�`�]�p�e�k�j�o���p�k���c�q�e�`�a��

next steps. This community process included 

stakeholders, focus groups, a public forum and a 

public survey to provide the framework by which 

Arts OC crafted these recommendations. 

Executive Summary
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1. Grow public investment in arts and culture

�O�q�o�p�]�e�j���_�q�n�n�a�j�p���o�k�q�n�_�a�o���k�b���b�q�j�`�e�j�c���b�k�n���p�d�a���]�n�p�o���]�o��
well as increase the investment through a variety 
of funding mechanisms with the goal of matching 
or surpassing the national average for cities 

funding arts & culture. 

2. Establish an appropriately-sta�ed  Division 

of Arts and Culture  

�A�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�� �]�� �o�a�l�]�n�]�p�a�� �`�e�r�e�o�e�k�j�� �]�j�`�� �]�� �b�q�h�h�)�p�e�i�a��
position for arts and culture at the manager 
�h�a�r�a�h�� �)�� �s�k�n�g�e�j�c�� �e�j�� �_�h�k�o�a�� �_�k�k�l�a�n�]�p�e�k�j�� �s�e�p�d��
�p�d�a�� �@�a�l�]�n�p�i�a�j�p�� �k�b�� �H�e�^�n�]�n�u�� �O�a�n�r�e�_�a�o�� �]�j�`�� �p�d�a��
�@�a�l�]�n�p�i�a�j�p�� �k�b�� �N�a�_�n�a�]�p�e�k�j�� �"�� �O�a�j�e�k�n�� �O�a�n�r�e�_�a�o�� �)�� �e�j��
order to e�ectively implement the Master Arts 
and Culture Plan, explore new initiatives and 
community partnerships, and engage all city 

departments.

3. Establish arts-friendly City policies

Create a process and guidelines by which “arts 
�b�n�e�a�j�`�h�u�%�� �l�k�h�e�_�e�a�o�� �_�]�j�� �^�a�� �a�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�a�`�� �]�j�`�� �j�k�j�)

pro�t arts and culture organizations can bene�t.

4. Develop a 21st century arts and culture 

communication plan

Build public awareness of arts and culture 
o�erings and promote tourism by establishing an  
e�ective marketing and public relations plan.

5. Develop a multi-faceted approach to arts and 

culture programming

�@�a�r�a�h�k�l���]���l�n�k�c�n�]�i���l�h�]�j���p�d�]�p���e�j�_�h�q�`�a�o���a�t�l�]�j�`�a�`��
�o�q�l�l�k�n�p���b�k�n���?�e�p�u�)�o�l�k�j�o�k�n�a�`���]�n�p�o���l�n�k�c�n�]�i�o���]�o���s�a�h�h��
as support for and collaborations with Newport 
�>�a�]�_�d�)�^�]�o�a�`���k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�o�(���r�a�j�q�a�o���]�j�`���l�k�p�a�j�p�e�]�h��
regional arts and culture partners. Plans should 
give special consideration to unique programming 

as well as signature events. 

6. Re�ne the City’s Public Art Policy

�A�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�� �l�q�^�h�e�_�� �]�n�p�� �l�k�h�e�_�u�� �]�_�_�k�n�`�e�j�c�� �p�k�� �j�]�p�e�k�j�]�h��
best practices that addresses all selection of art, 
suitable sites, sustainability and maintenance. 

7. Develop new accessible creative spaces

Create a facility plan that would address the 
�_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u�"�o�� �j�a�a�`�� �b�k�n�� �]�� �/�1�,�� �o�a�]�p�� �}�a�t�e�^�h�a�� �r�a�j�q�a�(��
creative meeting spaces, classrooms, artist studios 
and a creative teen center. This plan should 
take into account the renovation of the Balboa 
Theatre as well as other existing sites and new 

construction.

8. Animate existing City parks, beaches, and 

other public spaces with unique programming, 

signature events and neighborhood festivals

Collaborate across City departments to include 
and support potential unique programming in 
city parks and beaches and evaluate infrastructure 

needs.

9. Establish key partnerships that support arts 

education

Collaborate and partner with public and private 
schools to support and provide relevant programs 

for youth.

10. Include aesthetic considerations in City 

processes which review and approve public and 

private development of the built environment

Provide for appropriate input by arts and 
design experts in the community at the earliest 
possible conceptual phases of public facilities and 

infrastructure planning.
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Concerts on the Green



An appreciation for arts and culture has shaped 

the growth and development of Newport Beach 

from its origin as a beach town to its rise as a 

�_�k�]�o�p�]�h�� �_�e�p�u�*�� �� �O�e�j�_�a�� �e�p�o�� �e�j�_�k�n�l�k�n�]�p�e�k�j�� �e�j�� �-�5�,�2�(�� �p�d�a��

�_�q�h�p�q�n�a���k�b���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d�(���h�e�g�a���i�k�o�p���k�b���O�k�q�p�d�a�n�j��

California, has been closely associated with the 

quest for an aspirational lifestyle.  Alongside the 

natural beauty of the ocean and harbor, residents 

�lled their desire for rejuvenation, leisure and 

inspiration with a pursuit of aesthetics and 

knowledge. 

At the turn of the century they engaged in 

creative activities where there were opportunities 

to embrace lifelong learning in all arts disciplines. 

In a similar manner, the city formally established 

a precedent for educational and cultural values, 

�]�o�� �h�e�^�n�]�n�e�a�o�� �s�a�n�a�� �^�q�e�h�p�� �p�d�n�k�q�c�d�k�q�p�� �p�d�a�� �r�e�h�h�]�c�a�)

�^�]�o�a�`�� �j�a�e�c�d�^�k�n�d�k�k�`�o�*�� �D�e�c�d�h�e�c�d�p�o�� �k�b�� �p�d�a�� �_�e�p�u�"�o��

�h�k�j�c�)�o�p�]�j�`�e�j�c�� �o�q�l�l�k�n�p�� �b�k�n�� �p�d�a�� �]�n�p�o�� �e�j�_�h�q�`�a�� �p�d�a��

founding of the Orange County Museum of Art in 

�-�5�2�.���$�l�n�a�r�e�k�q�o�h�u���p�d�a���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���D�]�n�^�k�n���I�q�o�a�q�i���k�b��

�=�n�p�%���]�j�`���p�d�a���^�a�c�e�j�j�e�j�c�o���k�b���O�k�q�p�d���?�k�]�o�p���N�a�l�a�n�p�k�n�u��

�k�j���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�h�r�`�*���e�j���-�5�2�0�*��

A Rich Legacy of Arts & Culture 
in Newport Beach
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1906 ‘72‘62 ‘64

�O�k�q�p�d���?�k�]�o�p���N�a�l�a�n�p�k�n�u
opens its doors on

Newport Blvd.

* Timeline not to scale  ** Not a complete list

‘28 ‘49

Port Theatre 
opened

‘76‘74

Newport Beach Arts 
Commission is established

‘79 ‘81

Baroque Music 
�B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h��

is founded

‘84‘38

Lido Theatre 
opened

Newport Beach 
Arts Committee 

is established

�O�q�o�]�j���O�l�e�n�e�p�q�o��
�C�]�h�h�a�n�u���k�l�a�j�a�`

�N�e�p�v���P�d�a�]�p�n�a���k�l�a�j�o��
(renamed Balboa 
Theatre in 1939)

‘86

�J�a�s�l�k�n�p���D�]�n�^�k�n��
Nautical Museum 
(now ExplorOcean) 

opened

�J�a�s�l�k�n�p���D�]�n�^�k�n��
Museum of Art (now 

Orange County Museum 
of Art) is founded

Newport Beach has been home to many artists 

�o�q�_�d�� �]�o�� �n�a�j�k�s�j�a�`�� �l�]�e�j�p�a�n�� �N�a�t�� �>�n�]�j�`�p�(�� �]�j�e�i�]�p�k�n��

�?�d�q�_�g���F�k�j�a�o�(���b�]�o�d�e�k�j���e�_�k�j���@�k�j���A�`���D�]�n�`�u�(���s�n�e�p�a�n�o��

�@�a�]�j�� �G�k�k�j�p�v�� �]�j�`�� �F�k�o�a�l�d�� �S�]�i�^�]�q�c�d�(�� �]�n�_�d�e�p�a�_�p��

�S�e�h�h�e�]�i�� �L�a�n�a�e�n�]�(�� �r�e�k�h�e�j�e�o�p�� �F�]�o�_�d�]�� �D�a�e�b�a�p�v�(�� �$�P�d�a��

�G�e�j�c�� �k�b�� �O�q�n�b�� �C�q�e�p�]�n�%�� �@�e�_�g�� �@�]�h�a�(�� �]�_�p�k�n�o�� �F�q�j�a��

�=�h�h�u�o�k�j�(�� �F�k�a�u�� �>�e�o�d�k�l�(�� �N�]�u�� �I�e�h�h�]�j�`�(�� �F�k�d�j�� �S�]�u�j�a�(��

�>�q�`�`�u�� �A�^�o�a�j�(�� �G�a�h�h�u�� �I�_�C�e�h�h�e�o�� �]�j�`�� �p�d�a�� �h�a�c�a�j�`�]�n�u��

�D�a�h�a�j�]���I�k�`�f�a�o�g�]�*���=�o���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���d�]�o���c�n�k�s�j��

to be a burgeoning and sophisticated city, the 

role of arts and culture has become even more 

�l�n�k�i�e�j�a�j�p�*�� �E�j�� �-�5�3�.�(�� �p�d�a�� �_�e�p�u�"�o�� �]�n�p�o�� �]�j�`�� �_�q�h�p�q�n�]�h��

infrastructure was formally established with the 

birth of the Newport Beach Arts Committee. The 

group transitioned into the Newport Beach Arts 

Commission in 1974.  

In 1997, the city council studied the creation 

of an Arts and Cultural Plan as well as an arts 

foundation. Although no plan was completed 

at this time, the City Council formalized the 

�J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���=�n�p�o���B�k�q�j�`�]�p�e�k�j�(���]�j���k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j��

designed to fund public art, arts and cultural 

organizations, and art related events in the city. 
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2014

21st Century 
Master Arts 

and Culture Plan
recommendations

‘09

Coastline Art 
�C�]�h�h�a�n�u���k�l�a�j�a�`

‘99

Newport Beach 
�B�e�h�i���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h���^�a�c�]�j

‘13‘07

�C�n�]�_�a���H�]�j�a���C�]�h�h�a�n�u
opened

‘96

�O�k�q�p�d�a�n�j��
California 

�?�d�e�h�`�n�a�j�"�o���?�d�k�n�q�o��
formed

‘97

Orange County
�S�k�i�a�j�"�o���?�d�k�n�q�o

is founded

Inaugural 
�O�_�q�h�l�p�q�n�a

in Civic Center
Park exhibition

Newport Beach 
�=�n�p�o���B�k�q�j�`�]�p�e�k�j

is established
New Civic Center 

& Civic Center Park 
opened

City of Newport Beach
is incorporated

‘02

Arts and Culture 
chapter incorporated 

�e�j�p�k���?�e�p�u�"�o���C�a�j�a�n�]�h���L�h�]�j

Newport Theatre 
Arts Center opened

�P�d�a���N�a�o�a�n�r�a���B�q�j�`��
for Arts and Culture 

is created

2000

�D�q�p�_�d�e�j�o���?�k�j�o�k�n�p
is founded

Musical Theatre 
Academy of Orange 

County opened
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In 2002, members of the Newport Beach Arts 

Commission engaged in strategic planning 

�o�a�o�o�e�k�j�o�� �p�k�� �_�d�]�n�p�� �p�d�a�� �_�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j�"�o�� �c�k�]�h�o�� �]�j�`��

to develop a public arts policy, and an Arts and 

�?�q�h�p�q�n�]�h���_�d�]�l�p�a�n���s�]�o���e�j�_�k�n�l�k�n�]�p�a�`���e�j�p�k���p�d�a���_�e�p�u�"�o��

�C�a�j�a�n�]�h�� �L�h�]�j�*�� �$�O�a�a�� �=�l�l�a�j�`�e�t�� �=�%�� �P�d�e�o�� �_�d�]�l�p�a�n��

was written to “provide improved and expanded 

arts and cultural facilities and programs to the 

community.”  

  

The arts and cultural elements 
chapter of the city’s general plan 
outlines 3 goals and policies:  

1.  Active and vital arts, cultural, 
and literary activities and programs 
that enrich the community.

2.  Adequate physical facilities and 
venues that support cultural art 
and literary programs.

�/�*�����A�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d���]���^�n�k�]�`���n�]�j�c�a���k�b���l�q�^�h�e�_��
and private funding sources to 
support cultural arts goals and 
activities.

Incorporating an arts and cultural element into 

�p�d�a���_�e�p�u�"�o���C�a�j�a�n�]�h���L�h�]�j���s�]�o���]���i�]�f�k�n���i�e�h�a�o�p�k�j�a���b�k�n��

the city in recognizing the role and value of the 

arts and culture within the built environment and 

�_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u�"�o���e�j�p�a�n�a�o�p�o�*���E�j���-�5�4�-���p�d�a���N�a�o�a�n�r�a���B�q�j�`��

�b�k�n���?�q�h�p�q�n�a���]�j�`���=�n�p�o���s�]�o���b�k�n�i�a�`�(���c�e�r�e�j�c��� �1�1�(�,�,�,��

annually to “speci�c cultural or artistic planning, 

�l�n�k�i�k�p�e�k�j���]�j�`�+�k�n���_�k�j�o�p�n�q�_�p�e�k�j���l�n�k�f�a�_�p�o�*�%�����@�q�n�e�j�c��

�.�,�,�/�)�.�,�,�2�(�� �p�d�a�� �_�e�p�u�� �_�n�a�]�p�a�`�� �]�� �l�k�h�e�_�u�� �k�q�p�h�e�j�e�j�c��

regulations for a funding stream for the arts.  

�@�a�r�a�h�k�l�i�a�j�p�� �b�a�a�o�� �s�a�n�a�� �]�h�o�k�� �a�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�a�`�� �p�k�� �d�a�h�l��

fund the construction of arts and cultural facilities. 

�P�d�a�o�a�� �b�a�a�o�� �d�]�r�a�� �d�a�h�l�a�`�� �_�n�a�]�p�a�� �p�d�a�� �K�]�o�e�o�� �O�a�j�e�k�n��

Community Center as well as the Civic Center 

and Central Library. These venues have become 

�_�d�a�n�e�o�d�a�`�� �]�j�`�� �s�a�h�h�)�q�o�a�`�� �n�a�o�k�q�n�_�a�o�� �b�k�n�� �]�n�p�o�� �]�j�`��

cultural programming in Newport Beach.

With a solid foundation of local community 

arts and culture assets and an established Arts 

Commission, The Newport Beach Master Arts 

and Culture Plan is the next step in laying the 

groundwork for arts and culture infrastructure. 

�P�d�a���l�h�]�j���]�h�o�k���`�a�i�k�j�o�p�n�]�p�a�o���p�d�a���_�e�p�u�"�o���_�k�i�i�e�p�i�a�j�p��

to establishing speci�c action items for expanding 

arts and culture in the city.  Most importantly, the 

plan provides a pathway for new opportunities 

so that current and future generations who live 

in, work in and visit Newport Beach can embrace 

the enhanced quality of life o�ered by arts and 

culture programs and events. 

Newport Beach Art Foundation’s “Art in the Park”

Orange County Museum of Art



�P�d�a�� �_�q�n�n�a�j�p�� �C�a�j�a�n�]�h�� �L�h�]�j�� �_�e�p�a�o�� �p�d�a�� �e�i�l�k�n�p�]�j�_�a��

of arts and culture for Newport Beach and 

the expectation that continued vibrant and 

meaningful programs will require “coordination, 

preservation, and promotion” in order to avoid 

unintended losses of cultural assets. The creation 

of a new master plan is important and appropriate 

�e�j�� �h�e�c�d�p�� �k�b�� �?�e�p�u�)�o�l�k�j�o�k�n�a�`�� �l�n�k�c�n�]�i�i�e�j�c�� �]�p�� �p�d�a��

�?�e�r�e�_���?�a�j�p�a�n�(���p�d�a���H�e�^�n�]�n�e�a�o�(���K�=�O�E�O�(���]�j�`���J�a�s�l�k�n�p��

Coast Community Center, plus the planned 

�_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u���_�a�j�p�a�n�o���]�p���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���N�e�`�c�a���]�j�`���I�]�n�e�j�]��

Park and the potential City development of other 

assets such as the historic Balboa Theatre. 

�P�d�a���l�h�]�j���e�o���]�h�o�k���e�i�l�k�n�p�]�j�p���p�k���p�d�a���?�e�p�u�"�o���a�t�l�n�a�o�o�a�`��

desire to continue nurturing the other cultural 

�]�o�o�a�p�o�� �s�e�p�d�e�j�� �e�p�o�� �^�k�n�`�a�n�o�(�� �o�q�_�d�� �]�o�� �p�d�a�o�a�� �j�k�j�)

pro�t arts organizations which call Newport 

�>�a�]�_�d�� �d�k�i�a�6�� �p�d�a�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �B�e�h�i�� �B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h�(��

�p�d�a�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �F�]�v�v�� �B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h�(�� �p�d�a�� �O�k�q�p�d�a�n�j��

�?�]�h�e�b�k�n�j�e�]�� �?�d�e�h�`�n�a�j�"�o�� �?�d�k�n�q�o�(�� �?�k�]�o�p�h�e�j�a�� �?�k�h�h�a�c�a��

�=�n�p���C�]�h�h�a�n�u�(���>�]�n�k�m�q�a���I�q�o�e�_���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h���k�b���?�k�n�k�j�]���`�a�h��

�I�]�n�(���]�j�`���p�d�a���D�q�p�_�d�e�j�o���?�k�j�o�k�n�p�*���P�d�a���l�h�]�j���o�a�a�g�o���p�k��

�^�a�j�a�|�p���]�h�o�k���_�n�a�]�p�e�r�a���^�q�o�e�j�a�o�o�a�o���o�q�_�d���]�o���C�n�]�_�a���H�]�j�a��

�C�]�h�h�a�n�u�(���>�n�a�p�p���N�q�^�^�e�_�k���C�]�h�h�a�n�u���]�j�`���O�q�o�]�j���O�l�e�n�e�p�q�o��

�C�]�h�h�a�n�u�(�� �]�o�� �s�a�h�h�� �]�o�� �p�d�a�� �p�k�l�� �|�r�a�� �]�n�_�d�e�p�a�_�p�q�n�]�h�� �]�j�`��

advertising �rms in Orange County (as ranked by 

the Orange County Business Journal).

�P�d�a���?�e�p�u�"�o���=�n�p�o���?�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j���j�k�s���d�k�o�p�o���l�a�n�b�k�n�i�e�j�c��

arts events at the Civic Center, and the Newport 

�P�d�a�]�p�n�a���=�n�p�o���?�a�j�p�a�n���e�o���s�a�h�h�)�a�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�a�`���]�o���]���h�k�_�]�h��

community theatre. Other cultural venues include 

The Balboa Theatre, The Lido Theatre, and The 

Port Theatre.  

Why Now for Newport Beach?

�N�e�c�d�p�� �k�q�p�o�e�`�a�� �p�d�a�� �c�a�k�c�n�]�l�d�e�_�� �^�k�q�j�`�]�n�e�a�o�� �k�b�� �p�d�a��

�?�e�p�u�� �a�t�e�o�p�o�� �p�d�a�� �_�q�h�p�q�n�]�h�� �_�]�i�l�q�o�� �]�p�� �O�a�c�a�n�o�p�n�k�i��

Center for the Arts in Costa Mesa that is home 

�p�k�� �s�k�n�h�`�)�_�h�]�o�o�� �l�a�n�b�k�n�i�e�j�c�� �]�n�p�o�� �k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�o��

and is soon to be home to the Orange County 

Museum of Art. Also nearby are the University of 

California, Irvine, with its theatres and galleries, 

the Irvine Barclay Theatre, a major professional 

performing arts venue, and the City of Laguna 

Beach, a historic and lively arts colony with major 

arts institutions.

 

Although important cultural assets exist in 

Newport Beach, the arts scene is still viewed by 

citizens and professionals alike as not having 

achieved the same level of development as 

neighboring communities. The opportunity to 

create a new Master Arts and Culture Plan can 

now stand on the shoulders of the excellent 

work completed in the past and the timing is 

ripe to implement a speci�c action plan that has 

measurable outcomes.
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“I am excited to see 
my city step it up a 
notch and focus on a 
strategy for arts and 
cultural planning!

”�)���>�q�o�e�j�a�o�o���B�k�_�q�o���C�n�k�q�l���L�]�n�p�e�_�e�l�]�j�p
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Sculpture Exhibition in Civic Center Park 



To evaluate the arts, culture, and community 

resources within the City of Newport Beach, 

Arts Orange County (Arts OC) engaged in an 

inventory and assessment process known as 

cultural asset mapping. Using this industry best 

practices approach, Arts OC embraced a broad 

�`�a�|�j�e�p�e�k�j���k�b���_�q�h�p�q�n�a���]�j�`���_�k�j�`�q�_�p�a�`���.�1���k�j�a�)�k�j�)�k�j�a��

interviews with local leaders from various sectors 

spanning the arts and culture �eld, business, and 

�?�e�p�u�� �k�{�e�_�e�]�h�o�*�� �� �O�e�t�� �b�k�_�q�o�� �c�n�k�q�l�o�� �s�a�n�a�� �_�k�j�`�q�_�p�a�`��

which included stakeholders representing the 

�|�a�h�`�o���k�b���=�n�p�o���A�`�q�_�]�p�e�k�j�(���=�n�p�e�o�p�o�(���=�n�p�o���"���?�q�h�p�q�n�]�h��

Organizations, Potential Arts Partners, City 

�=�{�e�h�e�]�p�a�o�(���P�a�a�j�o���b�n�k�i���p�d�a���I�]�u�k�n�"�o���U�k�q�p�d���?�k�q�j�_�e�h�(��

�]�j�`�� �p�d�a�� �>�q�o�e�j�a�o�o�� �?�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u�*�� �� �K�j�)�o�e�p�a�� �r�e�o�e�p�o��

were made to many locations including six of the 

largest community parks, Newport Theatre Arts 

�?�a�j�p�a�n�(���O�d�a�n�i�]�j���H�e�^�n�]�n�u���]�j�`���C�]�n�`�a�j�o�(���?�k�]�o�p�h�e�j�a��

�?�k�h�h�a�c�a���=�n�p���C�]�h�h�a�n�u�(���A�t�l�h�k�n�K�_�a�]�j�(���>�]�h�^�k�]���P�d�a�]�p�n�a�(��

Orange County Museum of Art, and the Cannery 

Village, as well as programs of these and other 

�k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�o�� �o�q�_�d�� �]�o�� �>�]�n�k�m�q�a�� �I�q�o�e�_�� �B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h�� �k�b��

�?�k�n�k�j�]�� �`�a�h�� �I�]�n�(�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �B�e�h�i�� �B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h�(��

�]�j�`���p�d�a���?�e�p�u���k�b���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���=�n�p���A�t�d�e�^�e�p�e�k�j�*��

Research Methodology

�=���_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u���b�k�n�q�i���s�]�o���d�a�h�`���p�k���c�]�e�j���]�j���e�j�)�`�a�l�p�d��

�l�a�n�o�l�a�_�p�e�r�a���k�j���p�d�a���s�e�`�a�n���_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u�"�o���k�l�e�j�e�k�j�o���k�j��

several emerging themes derived from previous 

stakeholders and focus groups input. The last 

step in the process was to distribute a public 

survey to gather additional information from the 

community at large. Arts OC utilized a number of 

databases to reach approximately 39,000 citizens 

�r�e�]�� �i�q�h�p�e�l�h�a�� �a�)�i�]�e�h�o�(�� �]�o�� �s�a�h�h�� �]�o�� �`�e�o�p�n�e�^�q�p�e�j�c��

�e�j�b�k�n�i�]�p�e�k�j�� �p�d�n�k�q�c�d�� �a�r�a�n�u�� �D�k�i�a�k�s�j�a�n�o��

Association and a variety of arts and community 

organizations, in order to make them aware of the 

opportunity to attend the public forum and to 

participate in the online public survey. 

Of further value to the process was Arts 

�K�?�"�o�� �a�t�e�o�p�e�j�c�� �g�j�k�s�h�a�`�c�a�� �k�b�� �p�d�a�� �_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u��

and familiarity with its cultural assets. The 

recommendations in this report re�ect the 

opinions of the community members who 

participated in the above process as well as the 

expertise that Arts OC possesses and has applied 

from national best practice. (See Appendix B for 

participants and data results.)

Page 9 |  Newport Beach Master Arts & Culture Plan

The Process

�)�����.�1���k�j�a�)�k�j�)�k�j�a���e�j�p�a�n�r�e�a�s�o���s�e�p�d���g�a�u���o�p�]�g�a�d�k�h�`�a�n�o

�)�����2���b�k�_�q�o���c�n�k�q�l�o���_�k�i�l�n�e�o�a�`���k�b���3�1���h�a�]�`�a�n�o���b�n�k�i������
    the arts, business, education, and city a�iliates

�)�����K�j�)�o�e�p�a���r�e�o�e�p�o���p�k���k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�o���"���r�a�j�q�a�o��
    throughout the City

�)�����=���_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u���b�k�n�q�i���s�e�p�d���1�1���]�p�p�a�j�`�a�a�o
 
�)�����=�j���k�j�h�e�j�a���o�q�n�r�a�u���b�k�n���i�k�n�a���l�q�^�h�e�_���e�j�l�q�p

{

Coastline Art Gallery
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Baroque Music Festival at Sherman Library and Gardens



City of Newport Beach - Elected O�icials*
�A�`���O�a�h�e�_�d�(��Mayor Pro Tem
Keith Curry, City Council
�J�]�j�_�u���C�]�n�`�j�a�n�(��City Council
�I�e�g�a���D�a�j�j�(��City Council
Tony Petros, City Council
*As of November 1, 2014

City of Newport Beach - Sta�
�@�]�r�a���G�e�{�(��City Manager
Terri Cassidy, Assistant City Manager
Kim Brandt, Community Development Director
�H�]�q�n�]���@�a�p�s�a�e�h�a�n�(��Recreation and Senior 
   Services Director
�P�e�i���D�a�p�d�a�n�p�k�j�(��Library Services Director
�@�]�r�e�`���S�a�^�^�(��Public Works Director
�?�a�h�a�o�p�a���F�]�n�`�e�j�a�)�D�]�q�c�(��Senior Services Manager
�@�]�r�a���?�q�n�p�e�o�(��Library Services Manager
Janet Cates, Recreation Manager

Newport Beach Arts Foundation
�?�]�n�i�a�j���O�i�e�p�d�(��President
Lila Crespin
Marie Marston

Community Leaders & Representatives
Marian Bergeson, former State Senator
�N�k�^�u�j���C�n�]�j�p�(��Library board & past Arts Comm.
�I�]�n�g���D�e�h�^�a�n�p�(��Hilbert Properties
Mary Lyons, Arts Philanthropist
�N�e�_�d���I�a�o�o�a�j�c�a�n�(��St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church
Kay Mortenson, Arts Philanthropist
Thomas Nielsen, Arts Philanthropist
�F�]�j�a�p���N�]�u�( Arts Philanthropist
�G�e�n�s�]�j���N�k�_�g�a�b�a�h�h�a�n�(��past Arts Commissioner
�=�h�e�o�k�j���N�u�b�a�h�(��Balboa Village
�A�h�e�v�]�^�a�p�d���O�p�]�d�n�(��Arts Philanthropist
Jill Johnson Tucker, Library board
Liz Torelli, Corona del Mar Homeowners Assoc.
�N�a�r�*���?�e�j�`�u���R�k�k�n�d�a�a�o�( St. James Church
�@�]�j���S�]�i�l�k�h�a�(��Newport Ridge Master Assoc.

Business Leaders
Toni Alexander, Inter Communications Inc.
�>�]�n�^�]�n�]���A�`�e�o�k�j�( The Island Hotel
�N�k�^���A�h�h�e�k�p�(��Elliot Collaborative
�@�e�]�j�]���C�d�k�q�g�]�o�o�e�]�j�(��Bistango Restuarant
Wing Lam, Wahoo’s Fish Tacos
�@�]�j���I�e�h�h�a�n�(��The Irvine Company
�J�e�j�]���N�k�^�e�j�o�k�j�(��Hoag Memorial Hospital
�O�p�a�r�a���N�k�o�]�j�o�g�u�(��Newport Beach Chamber of 
   Commerce
�O�e�j�`�e���O�_�d�s�]�n�p�v�(��Muldoon’s Irish Pub
�C�]�n�u���O�d�a�n�s�e�j�(��Newport Beach Tourism Council
�C�a�n�]�h�`���O�k�h�k�i�k�j�(��Samueli Foundation
Michele Townsend, Paci�c Life Foundation 

Arts & Culture Organizations
�O�p�a�r�a���>�a�]�v�h�a�u�(��Balboa Performing Arts Theatre 
   Foundation
Pat Bril, Baroque Music Festival, Corona del Mar
Jonathan Burke, Laguna College of Art + Design
�@�]�j���?�]�i�a�n�k�j�(��Orange County Museum of Art
�N�]�a���?�k�d�a�j�(��Newport Theatre Arts Center
�@�]�r�a���?�k�h�h�a�u�(��Newport Theatre Arts Center
�F�k�d�j���B�k�n�o�u�p�a�(��Paci�c Symphony
�D�a�]�p�d�a�n���D�q�i�l�d�n�e�a�o�(��Newport Beach Hyatt
�A�h�e�v�]�^�a�p�d���G�a�j�p�(��Seaside Musical Theatre
�@�]�r�e�`���I�e�_�d�]�a�h���H�a�a�(��Coastline Art Gallery
�F�k�o�a�l�d���O�*���H�a�s�e�o���E�E�E�(��Claire Trevor School of the 
   Arts, University of California, Irvine
�B�n�a�`���L�]�c�a�(��Grace Lane Gallery
Tom Pollock, ExplorOcean
Todd Quartararo, Newport Beach Film Festival
�C�n�a�c�c���O�_�d�s�a�j�_�g�(��Newport Beach Film Festival
Paula Tomei, South Coast Repertory 
Paul Wormser, Sherman Library and Gardens

Arts Education Leaders
Lisa Albert, Parent
Kelly Bishop, Orange County Museum of Art
Pam Blaine, Paci�c Symphony
Terry Brudnak, Corona del Mar High School
�H�a�o�h�e�a���B�a�e�^�h�a�i�]�j�(��Newport Beach Film Festival
�O�_�k�p�p���B�e�p�v�l�]�p�n�e�_�g�(��Newport-Mesa Uni�ed 
   School District
Molly Pontin, Paci�c Chorale
�?�h�]�e�n�a���N�]�p�|�a�h�`�(��Educator

Mayor’s Youth Council
�@�]�j�e�a�h���C�e�j�o�^�a�n�c
Arthur Pescan
�C�]�n�n�a�p�p���O�_�d�s�]�^
�=�h�^�a�n�p���O�v�]�^�k
�A�h�e�j���S�k�h�g�a�n
�D�a�]�p�d�a�n���B�a�e�^�h�a�i�]�j
Jaclyn Martin
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Interview & Focus Group Participants

Many thanks to the following individuals who participated 

in the individual stakeholder process or focus groups:



�E�p�� �d�]�o�� �^�a�a�j�� �s�a�h�h�)�`�k�_�q�i�a�j�p�a�`�� �p�d�]�p�� �p�d�a�� �]�n�p�o��

contribute not only to the quality of life of a 

community, but to its economic health as well. A 

variety of respected entities regularly measure the 

economic impact of the arts—locally, regionally 

and nationally—and the data about Newport 

Beach underscore the economic value of having a 

healthy arts sector.

The 2013 Otis Report on the Creative Economy of the 

Los Angeles Region, prepared by the Los Angeles 

�A�_�k�j�k�i�e�_���@�a�r�a�h�k�l�i�a�j�p���?�k�n�l�k�n�]�p�e�k�j�(���`�a�|�j�a�o��the 

creative economy as including the following:

�)�� �>�q�o�e�j�a�o�o�a�o�� �]�j�`�� �e�j�`�e�r�e�`�q�]�h�o�� �e�j�r�k�h�r�a�`�� �e�j��

producing cultural, artistic, and design goods 

and services

�)�� �?�n�a�]�p�e�r�a�� �l�n�k�b�a�o�o�e�k�j�o�� �]�j�`�� �a�j�p�a�n�l�n�e�o�a�o�� �p�d�]�p��

take powerful, original ideas and transform 

them into practical and often beautiful goods

�)�� �K�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�o�� �p�d�]�p�� �l�n�k�r�e�`�a�� �]�� �r�a�j�q�a�� �b�k�n��

artists to share their work with the public such 

as museums, art galleries & theaters

�)�� �=�l�l�]�n�a�h�(�� �p�k�u�(�� �]�j�`�� �b�q�n�j�e�p�q�n�a�� �i�]�j�q�b�]�_�p�q�n�e�j�c��

industries

�P�d�a�� �K�p�e�o�� �N�a�l�k�n�p�� �e�o�� �^�]�o�a�`�� �q�l�k�j�� �.�,�-�.�� �`�]�p�]�� �b�k�n�� �p�d�a��

region from a variety of sources, and it breaks out 

Orange County data.

Economic Impact of 
the Arts in Newport Beach
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Orange County

$15 Billion
annual economic impact

of creative sector

90,000 employees
� �2�4�/���I�e�h�h�e�k�j���p�]�t���n�a�r�a�j�q�a

[Source: Los Angeles Economic Development 
Corporation, 2013 Otis Report on the Creative 

Economy of the Los Angeles Region]

Newport Beach

$57 Million
annual economic impact

of largest non-pro�t 
arts organizations

[Source: Federal Form 990]

847 arts-related businesses
2,793 employees

[Source: Dun & Bradstreet, Americans for the Arts]

A separate report on the creative economy of 

Newport Beach states that, within its City limits, 

�p�d�a�n�a���]�n�a�6�����4�0�3���]�n�p�o�)�n�a�h�]�p�a�`���^�q�o�e�j�a�o�o�a�o�(���a�i�l�h�k�u�e�j�c��

2,793 people, as of January 2014.  This report is 

based upon information �led by businesses and 

�j�k�j�l�n�k�|�p�o�� �n�a�c�e�o�p�a�n�a�`�� �s�e�p�d�� �@�q�j�� �"�� �>�n�]�`�o�p�n�a�a�p��

�$�@�"�>�%�� �]�j�`�� �l�n�k�r�e�`�a�`�� �p�k�� �q�o�� �^�u�� �=�i�a�n�e�_�]�j�o�� �b�k�n��

�p�d�a�� �=�n�p�o�� �$�=�B�P�=�%�*�� �=�_�_�k�n�`�e�j�c�� �p�k�� �=�B�P�=�(�� �$�>�a�_�]�q�o�a��

not all businesses register, our analyses indicate 

�]�j�� �q�j�`�a�n�)�n�a�l�n�a�o�a�j�p�]�p�e�k�j�� �k�b�� �j�k�j�l�n�k�|�p�� �]�n�p�o��

organizations and individual artists in the data.” 

(See Appendix C)

Additionally, a review of the federal tax returns 

�k�b�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�"�o�� �h�]�n�c�a�o�p�� �j�k�j�l�n�k�|�p�� �]�n�p�o�� �]�j�`��

cultural organizations shows that they generate an 

�a�_�k�j�k�i�e�_���e�i�l�]�_�p���k�b���i�k�n�a���p�d�]�j��� �1�3���i�e�h�h�e�k�j���e�j���p�d�a��

form of direct expenditures, indirect expenditures 

and audience expenditures.  The total amount is 

�^�]�o�a�`�� �q�l�k�j�� �p�d�a�e�n�� �B�k�n�i�� �5�5�,�� �n�a�l�k�n�p�]�^�h�a�� �e�j�_�k�i�a��

�]�j�`�� �e�j�`�q�o�p�n�u�)�o�p�]�j�`�]�n�`�� �i�q�h�p�e�l�h�e�a�n�o�� �q�p�e�h�e�v�a�`�� �^�u��

�?�d�]�l�i�]�j���Q�j�e�r�a�n�o�e�p�u�"�o���=�*���C�]�n�u���=�j�`�a�n�o�k�j���?�a�j�p�a�n��

�b�k�n�� �A�_�k�j�k�i�e�_�� �N�a�o�a�]�n�_�d�� �e�j�� �l�n�e�k�n�� �u�a�]�n�o�"�� �A�_�k�j�k�i�e�_��

Impact of the Nonpro�t Arts in Orange County 

reports. Organizations included in this calculation 

are shown in Appendix C.
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“ It is critical to remember that musicians, dancers, 
painters, actors and arts administrators pay taxes, 
rent, and doctor’s bills like any other workers. 
The arts are not a special interest; they are 
an essential component of the economy and an 
especially crucial one as our nation’s future 
depends increasingly on its creative economy.”�)���I�a�]�o�q�n�e�j�c���p�d�a���S�d�k�h�a���?�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u���E�i�l�]�_�p���k�b���p�d�a���=�n�p�o�(����

�����N�k�^�a�n�p���H�u�j�_�d�(���L�n�a�o�e�`�a�j�p�(���=�i�a�n�e�_�]�j�o���b�k�n���p�d�a���=�n�p�o



How Much do Cities Spend on the Arts?

�E�j���.�,�-�/�(���p�d�a���2�,���h�]�n�c�a�o�p���Q�*�O�*���_�e�p�e�a�o���o�l�a�j�p���]�j���]�r�a�n�]�c�a���k�b��� �3�*�1�4�(���]�_�_�k�n�`�e�j�c���p�k���=�i�a�n�e�_�]�j�o���b�k�n���p�d�a���=�n�p�o�"���]�j�j�q�]�h��

�o�p�q�`�u���k�b���H�k�_�]�h���C�k�r�a�n�j�i�a�j�p���O�q�l�l�k�n�p���b�k�n���H�k�_�]�h���=�n�p�o���=�c�a�j�_�e�a�o�*���� �S�d�e�h�a���a�]�_�d���]�n�p�o���]�c�a�j�_�u���`�e�{�a�n�o���e�j�� �p�u�l�a��

(government department vs. independent nonpro�t) and mission (programmatic, regranting, and 

public art), it is clear that cities around the country believe in the value of investing public funds to 

advance the artistic life of their communities and to support the role they play in the local economy.

How do Cities Fund the Arts?

�C�a�j�a�n�]�p�e�j�c�� �n�a�r�a�j�q�a�� �b�n�k�i�� �r�e�o�e�p�k�n�o���s�d�a�p�d�a�n��

through Transient Occupancy Tax, special fees 

�k�n�� �]�� �>�q�o�e�j�a�o�o�� �E�i�l�n�k�r�a�i�a�j�p�� �@�e�o�p�n�e�_�p���e�o�� �k�j�a�� �k�b��

the most common methods that municipalities 

employ to fund their arts and culture facilities, 

institutions and programs.  

�N�a�r�a�j�q�a�� �b�n�k�i�� �`�a�r�a�h�k�l�a�n�� �b�a�a�o�� �e�o�� �q�o�a�`�� �i�k�o�p�� �k�b�p�a�j��

to pay for the commissioning and installation of 

�l�q�^�h�e�_�� �]�n�p�� �e�j�� �_�e�p�e�a�o�� �]�n�k�q�j�`�� �p�d�a�� �Q�*�O�*�� �� �P�d�a�� �h�]�p�p�a�n�� �e�o��

often referred to as a “percent for art” law, though 

the assessment varies by community, often 

ranging from a fraction to 3% of the cost of new 

construction within a city.  
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�O�k�i�a�� �]�o�o�a�o�o�� �k�j�h�u�� �l�q�^�h�e�_�� �^�q�e�h�`�e�j�c�o�� �]�j�`�� �o�k�i�a��

allow developers to pay into an “in lieu” fund for 

public art (instead of having to commission their 

�k�s�j���l�q�^�h�e�_���]�n�p���]�j�`���o�d�a�l�d�a�n�`���e�p���p�d�n�k�q�c�d���p�d�a���?�e�p�u�"�o��

approval process).

Many cities opt to use multiple mechanisms to fund 

the arts in their communities.  A good example 

�e�o�� �?�e�p�u�� �k�b�� �O�]�j�� �F�k�o�a�(�� �s�d�e�_�d�� �l�n�k�r�e�`�a�o�� �b�q�j�`�e�j�c�� �b�k�n��

�_�q�h�p�q�n�]�h�� �b�]�_�e�h�e�p�e�a�o�� �p�d�n�k�q�c�d�� �e�p�o�� �C�a�j�a�n�]�h�� �B�q�j�`�(�� �q�o�a�o��

Transient Occupancy Tax revenues to award 

general operating grants to arts organizations and 

fund its own O�ice of Cultural A�airs, and uses 

a fee of 1% of construction costs on City building 

projects to fund public art commissioning and 

installation.

$7.58
per capita

�=�r�a�n�]�c�a���a�t�l�a�j�`�e�p�q�n�a���k�b���2�,��
�i�k�o�p���l�k�l�q�h�k�q�o���Q�O���_�e�p�e�a�o

[Source: Local Government Support for Local 
Arts Agencies, Americans for the Arts, 2014]

$2.81
per capita

Newport Beach

[Source: City of Newport Beach 
Budget, 2014]

$44.17
per capita

Laguna Beach

[Source: City of Laguna Beach 
Budget, 2014]

How does Newport Beach Fund the Arts?

The City of Newport Beach is no di�erent in its 

desire to support the arts.  Its 2014 Cultural & 

�=�n�p�o���>�q�`�c�a�p���e�o��� �.�0�1�(�,�0�1�(���s�d�e�_�d���]�i�k�q�j�p�o���p�k��� �.�*�4�-��

per capita, based on a 2013 estimated population 

of 87,293.  If the City were to fund the arts at 

�p�d�a�� �]�r�a�n�]�c�a�� �o�l�a�j�`�e�j�c�� �h�a�r�a�h�� �k�b�� �p�d�a�� �h�]�n�c�a�o�p�� �Q�*�O�*��

cities mentioned above, that expenditure would 

�e�j�_�n�a�]�o�a���p�k��� �2�2�-�(�2�4�-�*����

�D�e�o�p�k�n�e�_�]�h�h�u�(�� �p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�� �k�b�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �d�]�o��

�b�q�j�`�a�`�� �p�d�a�� �b�k�h�h�k�s�e�j�c�� �b�n�k�i�� �e�p�o�� �C�a�j�a�n�]�h�� �B�q�j�`�6��

�]�`�i�e�j�e�o�p�n�]�p�e�r�a���_�k�o�p�o���k�b���p�d�a���?�e�p�u�"�o���=�n�p�o���?�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j�(��

�?�e�p�u�)�o�l�k�j�o�k�n�a�`�� �]�n�p�o�� �l�n�k�c�n�]�i�i�e�j�c�� �q�j�`�a�n�� �p�d�a��

direction of its Arts Commission, and a small pool 

�k�b���n�a�)�c�n�]�j�p�e�j�c���i�k�j�e�a�o���b�k�n���h�k�_�]�h���]�n�p�o���k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�o��

and arts programs operated within the City by 

�j�k�j�)�J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �^�]�o�a�`�� �k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�o�*�� �P�d�a��

�J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �=�n�p�o�� �B�k�q�j�`�]�p�e�k�j�(�� �a�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�a�`�� �e�j��

1997, was designed to leverage private funding 

and grants in support of arts and culture. After an 

initial strong start, the foundation has struggled to 

grow into a mature foundation with appropriate 

assets to ful�ll its mission and meet the needs of 

the community.

In 2013, the City Council approved Council Policy 

�E�)�-�/�(�� �$�L�q�^�h�e�_�� �=�n�p�o�� �]�j�`�� �?�q�h�p�q�n�]�h�� �B�]�_�e�h�e�p�e�a�o�� �B�q�j�`�(�%��

which sets aside 2 percent of the “unallocated 

public bene�t fees” from development agreements 

negotiated after the approval of this policy “for 

the acquisition and maintenance of permanent 

art structures and installations in public places 

throughout the City including support of capital 

construction programs and cultural facilities.”  
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}Current City 
Arts & Culture

Funding Mechanisms

�)�����C�a�j�a�n�]�h���B�q�j�`

�)�����J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���=�n�p�o���B�k�q�j�`�]�p�e�k�j��
    (an independent non-pro�t)

�)�����.�!���q�j�]�h�h�k�_�]�p�a�`���l�q�^�h�e�_���^�a�j�a�|�p���b�a�a�o��
    (new in 2013)

�)�����P�k�q�n�e�o�i���"���>�q�o�e�j�a�o�o���E�i�l�n�k�r�a�i�a�j�p����
�����������@�e�o�p�n�e�_�p��(under consideration)

In anticipation of future funds that will be 

generated and deposited into the fund, the City 

budgeted $100,000 in 2014 for the creation of a 

Master Arts and Culture Plan.  The City has also 

discussed utilizing the Public Arts and Cultural 

�B�]�_�e�h�e�p�e�a�o�� �B�q�j�`�� �b�k�n�� �n�a�j�k�r�]�p�e�k�j�� �k�b�� �p�d�a�� �>�]�h�^�k�]��

Theatre, now that it has reclaimed control of the 

property.  

Additionally, discussions took place in January, 

2014 regarding the possibility of allocating 

� �-�1�,�(�,�,�,�� �b�n�k�i�� �p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�"�o�� �P�k�q�n�e�o�i�� �>�q�o�e�j�a�o�o��

�E�i�l�n�k�r�a�i�a�j�p�� �@�e�o�p�n�e�_�p�� �b�k�n�� �q�j�o�l�a�_�e�|�a�`�� �l�q�n�l�k�o�a�o��

related to the arts, although no decision has yet 

taken place.  
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Stop Loss:  Protecting Newport Beach’s Arts & 
Cultural Assets for Quality of Life AND Economy

Plans by the Orange County Museum of Art, the 

�?�e�p�u�"�o�� �h�]�n�c�a�o�p�� �]�n�p�o�� �k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�(�� �p�k�� �i�k�r�a�� �k�q�p�� �k�b��

�J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���p�k���]���o�e�p�a���]�p���p�d�a���O�a�c�a�n�o�p�n�k�i���?�a�j�p�a�n��

for the Arts in Costa Mesa that has been donated 

to them, is seen as a preventable loss of a major 

cultural asset by many residents and businesses 

�e�j���p�d�a���?�e�p�u���k�b���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d�*�����$�D�k�s���_�]�j���s�a���d�]�r�a��

allowed this to happen?” is not an infrequent 

question heard from residents during the Master 

Arts and Culture Plan process.

�S�d�e�h�a���i�k�o�p���q�j�`�a�n�o�p�]�j�`���p�d�]�p���p�d�a���I�q�o�a�q�i�"�o���l�h�]�j�o��

are �rm, and are simply determined not to allow 

a similar circumstance to arise again, a few hope 

the Museum can be dissuaded (or even prevented) 

from making the move.  Others are hopeful that at 

�h�a�]�o�p���k�j�a���k�b���p�d�a���p�s�k���_�q�n�n�a�j�p���I�q�o�a�q�i�)�k�s�j�a�`���h�k�p�o��

might still be preserved for use as an arts venue, 

�l�a�n�d�]�l�o�� �a�r�a�j�� �s�e�p�d�� �p�d�a�� �I�q�o�a�q�i�"�o�� �l�n�k�c�n�]�i�i�]�p�e�_��

involvement. In the last decade, ten galleries and 

arts organizations in Newport Beach have closed 

and �ve have moved to other cities. 

Twenty years ago, the nearby City of Laguna 

Beach found itself in a similar situation:  in prior 

years, twelve of its arts and culture organizations 

had either dissolved, moved out of the City or 

been absorbed into organizations outside the City 

through mergers and acquisitions.

Alarmed at the loss of what were regarded 

as precious community assets, City leaders 

initiated a process which culminated in the 

�l�n�k�`�q�_�p�e�k�j�� �k�b�� �H�]�c�q�j�]�� �>�a�]�_�d�"�o�� �|�n�o�p�� �?�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u��

�?�q�h�p�q�n�]�h�� �L�h�]�j�� �e�j�� �-�5�5�2�*�� �� �H�]�n�c�a�h�u�� �]�o�� �]�� �n�a�o�q�h�p�� �k�b��

�p�d�]�p�� �l�h�]�j�"�o�� �n�a�_�k�i�i�a�j�`�]�p�e�k�j�o�(�� �p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�� �o�p�a�l�l�a�`��

up its investment in its arts infrastructure, 

eventually approving the creation of a Business 

�E�i�l�n�k�r�a�i�a�j�p�� �@�e�o�p�n�e�_�p�� �_�k�i�l�n�e�o�a�`�� �k�b�� �p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�"�o��

lodging establishments to provide a funding 

stream to meet the current and future needs of 

�p�d�a���?�e�p�u�"�o���]�n�p�o���a�_�k�h�k�c�u�*�����J�k�p���e�j�_�h�q�`�e�j�c���p�d�a���=�n�p���e�j��

�H�e�a�q�� �B�q�j�`�� �$�p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�"�o�� �l�q�^�h�e�_�� �]�n�p�� �`�a�r�a�h�k�l�a�n�� �b�a�a�%�(��

the City of Laguna Beach is spending more than 

� �-�(�,�.�3�(�,�,�,���k�j���p�d�a���]�n�p�o���e�j���.�,�-�0�)�-�1�(���b�k�n���]���l�a�n���_�]�l�e�p�]��

�b�q�j�`�e�j�c���n�]�p�a���k�b��� �0�0�*�-�3�(���s�e�p�d���4�2�!���`�a�n�e�r�a�`���b�n�k�i���p�d�a��

�>�E�@���]�j�`���-�0�!���b�n�k�i���p�d�a���?�e�p�u�"�o���C�a�j�a�n�]�h���B�q�j�`�*

“Whether you live, work or play here, 
you know that Newport Beach is a 
great place. The arts will enhance 
what we already have.

”�)���=�n�p�o���H�a�]�`�a�n�o���B�k�_�q�o���C�n�k�q�l���L�]�n�p�e�_�e�l�]�j�p

Arts and Culture 
Community Assets
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�P�d�a���_�q�h�p�q�n�]�h���e�j�r�a�j�p�k�n�u�(�� �]�� �h�e�o�p���k�b���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d�"�o��

community assets, covers a broad range of the 

�?�e�p�u�"�o���k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�o�(���e�j�o�p�e�p�q�p�e�k�j�o�(���c�n�k�q�l�o�(���r�a�j�q�a�o�(��

parks, and businesses, which comprise its cultural 

�a�_�k�h�k�c�u�*�� �P�d�e�o�� �]�o�o�a�p�� �i�]�l�� �d�e�c�d�h�e�c�d�p�o�� �p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�"�o��

current resources and brings attention to potential 

partnerships through which Newport Beach can 

�a�t�l�]�j�`�� �]�j�`�� �o�p�n�a�j�c�p�d�a�j�� �p�d�a�� �_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u�"�o�� �]�n�p�o��

�]�j�`�� �_�q�h�p�q�n�]�h�� �k�{�a�n�e�j�c�o�*�� �� �B�e�j�`�e�j�c�o�� �b�n�k�i�� �p�d�a�� �g�a�u��

interviews, focus groups and survey were used to 

help verify primary organizations as well as gain 

feedback on how the community views many of 

these assets. 

The cultural asset map, in conjunction with 

data collected in the community input process, 

also assisted in identifying potential sites for 

continuing or expanded arts and cultural o�erings. 

�N�a�o�l�k�j�`�a�j�p�o�� �_�k�j�o�e�o�p�a�j�p�h�u�� �n�a�b�a�n�a�j�_�a�`�� �p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�"�o��

three theatres, The Balboa Theatre, Newport 

Theatre Arts Center, and the Lido, along with 

the Civic Center as key cultural assets of the City. 

Many spoke of their desire for greater utilization 

�k�n�� �n�a�j�k�r�]�p�e�k�j�� �k�b�� �p�d�a�o�a�� �o�e�p�a�o�*�� �� �N�a�o�l�k�j�`�a�j�p�o�� �]�h�o�k��

expressed an interest in having a festival or 

�o�e�c�j�]�p�q�n�a�� �a�r�a�j�p�� �e�j�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�*�� �� �P�d�a�� �@�q�j�a�o�(��

�J�a�s�l�k�n�p���N�e�`�c�a���L�]�n�g���]�j�`���>�k�j�e�p�]���?�n�a�a�g���L�]�n�g���s�a�n�a��

cited as potential venues due to their locations, 

parking availability, amenities and capacity to 

host large groups of people without creating a 

negative impact on neighbors.  

Although residents highly value the asset of the 

Library and the Civic Center, many voiced a desire 

to see neighborhood parks also animated through 

arts o�erings. Lastly, respondents expressed 

their disappointment with the proposed move of 

Orange County Museum of Art and voiced their 

desire to have this location remain as a center 

for arts and cultural events and programming.  

This move by the museum should elevate 

the importance of developing and promoting 

community programs and partnerships with 

many potential arts partners.

Hutchins Consort
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Primary Arts & Culture Assets

City sponsored Arts and Culture Events

�)�L�n�a�o�a�j�p�a�`���^�u���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d��
  Arts Commission

�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���F�q�n�e�a�`���=�n�p���A�t�d�e�^�e�p�e�k�j���"���O�]�h�a
�)���?�e�r�e�_���?�a�j�p�a�n���?�k�j�_�a�n�p�o
�)���O�_�q�h�l�p�q�n�a���A�t�d�e�^�e�p�e�k�j���]�p���?�e�r�e�_���?�a�j�p�a�n���L�]�n�g
�)���H�e�^�n�]�n�u���h�a�_�p�q�n�a�o���]�j�`���l�n�k�c�n�]�i�o
�)���O�d�]�g�a�o�l�a�]�n�a���^�u���p�d�a���O�a�]
�)���R�e�o�q�]�h���]�j�`���L�a�n�b�k�n�i�e�j�c���=�n�p�o���_�h�]�o�o�a�o���b�k�n��
youth and seniors at community centers
�)���F�q�n�e�a�`���=�n�p���A�t�d�e�^�e�p�e�k�j
�)���P�a�i�l�k�n�]�n�u���]�n�p���a�t�d�e�^�e�p�e�k�j�o���]�p���?�e�p�u���b�]�_�e�h�e�p�e�a�o
�)���I�q�o�a�q�i���P�k�q�n�o

�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���L�q�^�h�e�_���H�e�^�n�]�n�e�a�o
�)���P�d�a���S�e�p�p�a���H�a�_�p�q�n�a���O�a�n�e�a�o
�)���$�H�e�^�n�]�n�u���H�e�r�a�%���]�j�`���o�l�a�_�e�]�h���h�a�_�p�q�n�a���l�n�k�c�n�]�i�o
�)���S�k�n�g�o�d�k�l�o���]�j�`���`�e�o�_�q�o�o�e�k�j���c�n�k�q�l�o

�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���=�n�p�o���?�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j���b�q�j�`�o��
   a number of arts organizations each year to    
   deliver arts programming in the city. Those 
   funded in 2014 include:

�)���>�]�n�k�m�q�a���I�q�o�e�_���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h
�)���A�t�l�h�k�n�K�_�a�]�j
�)���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h���>�]�h�h�a�p���P�d�a�]�p�n�a
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���B�e�h�i���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h
�)���K�n�]�j�c�a���?�k�q�j�p�u���I�q�o�a�q�i���k�b���=�n�p
�)���O�k�q�p�d���?�k�]�o�p���N�a�l�a�n�p�k�n�u
�)���O�k�q�p�d�h�]�j�`���K�l�a�n�]

�)���@�a�l�]�n�p�i�a�j�p���k�b���N�a�_�n�a�]�p�e�k�j���"���O�a�j�e�k�n���O�a�n�r�e�_�a�o
�)���?�h�]�o�o�a�o���e�j���]�h�h���]�n�p�o���`�e�o�_�e�l�h�e�j�a�o���k�{�a�n�a�`���b�k�n��
children and seniors
�)���@�e�r�a�n�o�a���]�n�p�o���l�n�k�c�n�]�i�i�e�j�c���k�{�a�n�a�`���e�j���l�]�n�g�o

�)���>�]�h�^�k�]���E�o�h�]�j�`���I�q�o�a�q�i���]�j�`���D�e�o�p�k�n�e�_�]�h���O�k�_�e�a�p�u
�)���>�]�n�k�m�q�a���I�q�o�e�_���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h���k�b���?�k�n�k�j�]���`�a�h���I�]�n
�)���P�d�a���@�a�_�k�n�]�p�e�r�a���=�n�p�o���O�k�_�e�a�p�u
�)���A�t�l�h�k�n�K�_�a�]�j
�)���D�q�p�_�d�e�j�o���?�k�j�o�k�n�p
�)���I�q�o�e�_�]�h���P�d�a�]�p�n�a���=�_�]�`�a�i�u���k�b���K�n�]�j�c�a���?�k�q�j�p�u
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���B�e�h�i���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h��

�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���D�e�o�p�k�n�e�_�]�h���O�k�_�e�a�p�u
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���P�d�a�]�p�n�a���=�n�p�o���?�a�j�p�a�n
�)���K�n�]�j�c�a���?�k�q�j�p�u���I�q�o�a�q�i���k�b���=�n�p
�)���O�a�]�o�e�`�a���I�q�o�e�_�]�h���P�d�a�]�p�n�a
�)���O�d�a�n�i�]�j���H�e�^�n�]�n�u���]�j�`���C�]�n�`�a�j�o
�)���O�k�q�p�d�a�n�j���?�]�h�e�b�k�n�j�e�]���?�d�e�h�`�n�a�j�"�o���?�d�k�n�q�o

Arts and Culture Organizations in Newport Beach

�)���=�j�j�q�]�h���H�e�c�d�p�e�j�c���k�b���p�d�a���>�]�u
�)���=�j�j�q�]�h���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���?�d�n�e�o�p�i�]�o���>�k�]�p���L�]�n�]�`�a
�)���=�n�p���e�j���p�d�a���L�]�n�g���)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���=�n�p�o��
�������B�k�q�j�`�]�p�e�k�j��
�)���>�]�h�^�k�]���?�]�n���O�d�k�s
�)���>�]�h�^�k�]���E�o�h�]�j�`���=�n�p���S�]�h�g
�)���>�]�h�^�k�]���E�o�h�]�j�`���L�]�n�]�`�a
�)���>�]�n�k�m�q�a���I�q�o�e�_���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h
�)���?�k�n�k�j�]���`�a�h���I�]�n���O�]�j�`�_�]�o�p�h�a���?�k�j�p�a�o�p
�)���P�d�a���@�a�_�k�n�]�p�e�r�a���=�n�p�o���O�k�_�e�a�p�u���H�a�_�p�q�n�a���O�a�n�e�a�o
�)���A�t�l�h�k�n�K�_�a�]�j���O�_�e�a�j�_�a���O�]�p�q�n�`�]�u�o
�)���B�]�h�h���B�]�e�n�a���]�p���p�d�a���A�j�r�e�n�k�j�i�a�j�p�]�h���J�]�p�q�n�a���?�a�j�p�a�n
�)���D�k�h�e�`�]�u���P�n�a�a���H�e�c�d�p�e�j�c���]�p���B�]�o�d�e�k�j���E�o�h�]�j�`
�)���D�u�]�p�p���N�a�c�a�j�_�u���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���F�]�v�v���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h��

�)���D�u�]�p�p���N�a�c�a�j�_�u���O�q�i�i�a�n���?�k�j�_�a�n�p���O�a�n�e�a�o
�)���E�i�]�c�e�j�]�p�e�k�j���?�a�h�a�^�n�]�p�e�k�j
�)���H�]���O�p�n�]�`�]���`�a�h�h�"�=�n�p�a���>�]�h�^�k�]���R�e�h�h�]�c�a
�)���I�_�B�]�`�`�a�j�"�o���S�d�]�n�b���K�l�a�j���=�e�n���I�]�n�g�a�p�o
�)���I�]�n�e�j�a�n�"�o���L�]�n�g���0�p�d���k�b���F�q�h�u���L�]�n�]�`�a
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���B�e�h�i���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���S�e�j�a���]�j�`���B�k�k�`���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���@�q�j�a�o���I�k�r�e�a�o���k�j���p�d�a���>�a�]�_�d
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���@�q�j�a�o���0�p�d���k�b���F�q�h�u���?�a�h�a�^�n�]�p�e�k�j
�)���K�h�`���C�h�k�n�u���>�k�]�p���L�]�n�]�`�a���$�0�p�d���k�b���F�q�h�u�%
�)���K�n�]�j�c�a���?�k�q�j�p�u���I�q�o�a�q�i���k�b���=�n�p���=�n�p�e�o�p���P�]�h�g�o��
   and Curatorial tours
�)���P�]�o�p�a���k�b���>�]�h�^�k�]
�)���S�k�k�`�a�j���>�k�]�p���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h

Festivals and Events

�)���=�n�p���b�k�n���p�d�a���O�k�q�h
�)���=�n�p���N�a�o�k�q�n�_�a���]�j�`���=�l�l�n�]�e�o�]�h���C�n�k�q�l
�)���>�n�a�p�p���N�q�^�^�e�_�k���C�]�h�h�a�n�u
�)���?�k�]�o�p�h�e�j�a���?�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u���?�k�h�h�a�c�a���=�n�p���C�]�h�h�a�n�u��
�)���@�a�^�n�]���D�q�o�a���C�]�h�h�a�n�u
�)���C�n�]�_�a���H�]�j�a���C�]�h�h�a�n�u
�)���D�a�]�n�p���k�b���p�d�a���E�o�h�]�j�`���C�]�h�h�a�n�u
�)���G�]�p�d�a�n�e�j�a���J�k�n�n�e�o���B�e�j�a���=�n�p���C�]�h�h�a�n�u

�)���H�]�d�]�e�j�]���C�]�h�h�a�n�e�a�o
�)���L�a�p�a�n���F���=�n�p���C�]�h�h�a�n�u
�)���O�_�a�j�a���C�]�h�h�a�n�u
�)���O�d�a�n�"�o���=�n�p���C�]�h�h�a�n�u
�)���O�k�q�p�d�a�n�j���?�]�h�e�b�k�n�j�e�]���=�n�p���L�n�k�f�a�_�p�o���"��
�������A�t�d�e�^�e�p�e�k�j�o�+�O�?�=�L�A
�)���O�q�o�]�j���O�l�e�n�e�p�q�o���C�]�h�h�a�n�u

Art Galleries

I. City owned
�)���>�]�h�^�k�]���R�e�h�h�]�c�a���]�j�`���L�e�a�n
�)���>�]�h�^�k�]���P�d�a�]�p�n�a
�)���?�e�r�e�_���?�a�j�p�a�n���?�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u���N�k�k�i
�)���?�e�r�e�_���?�a�j�p�a�n���C�n�a�a�j
�)���B�n�e�a�j�`�o���N�k�k�i���]�p���p�d�a���H�e�^�n�]�n�u
�)���H�e�^�n�]�n�u���>�n�]�j�_�d�a�o�6���?�a�j�p�n�]�h���H�e�^�n�]�n�u�(���I�]�n�e�j�a�n�o�(��
   Balboa, and Corona del Mar 

II. Non-City Owned Venues
�)���>�]�_�g���>�]�u���O�_�e�a�j�_�a���?�a�j�p�a�n
�)���?�k�]�o�p�h�e�j�a���?�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u���?�k�h�h�a�c�a
�)���?�k�n�k�j�]���`�a�h���I�]�n���D�e�c�d���O�_�d�k�k�h���=�q�`�e�p�k�n�e�q�i
�)���A�j�r�e�n�k�j�i�a�j�p�]�h���J�]�p�q�n�a���?�a�j�p�a�n
�)���A�t�l�h�k�n�K�_�a�]�j
�)���B�]�o�d�e�k�j���E�o�h�]�j�`
�)���D�u�]�p�p���N�a�c�a�j�_�u���=�i�l�d�e�p�d�a�]�p�n�a
�)���E�o�h�]�j�`���P�d�a�]�p�n�a
�)���P�d�a���H�e�`�k���P�d�a�]�p�n�a
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�]�u���?�k�j�o�a�n�r�]�j�_�u�6���L�a�p�a�n���]�j�`���I�]�n�u��
   Muth Interpretative Center
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���@�q�j�a�o
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���D�]�n�^�k�n���D�e�c�d���O�_�d�k�k�h���H�k�]�p�o��
   Auditorium

Existing Venues for Arts and Culture Programs and Events

�)���I�_�B�]�`�`�a�j���O�m�q�]�n�a���]�j�`���S�d�]�n�b
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���D�]�n�^�k�n
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���L�e�a�n
�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���P�d�a�]�p�n�a���=�n�p�o���?�a�j�p�a�n
�)���K�]�o�e�o���?�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u���?�a�j�p�a�n
�)���L�]�n�g�o���"���?�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u���?�a�j�p�a�n�o
�)���>�a�]�_�d�a�o

�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���D�]�n�^�k�n���H�q�p�d�a�n�]�j���?�d�q�n�_�d
�)���K�n�]�j�c�a���?�k�q�j�p�u���I�q�o�a�q�i���k�b���=�n�p
�)���K�q�n���H�]�`�u���M�q�a�a�j���k�b���=�j�c�a�h�o���?�]�p�d�k�h�e�_���?�d�q�n�_�d
�)���P�d�a���L�k�n�p���P�d�a�]�p�n�a
�)���N�k�c�a�n�o���C�]�n�`�a�j�o
�)���O�]�c�a���D�e�h�h���O�_�d�k�k�h�6���P�d�a���O�p�q�`�e�k
�)���O�p�*���=�j�`�n�a�s�o���L�n�a�o�^�u�p�a�n�e�]�j���?�d�q�n�_�d
�)���O�p�*���F�]�i�a�o���p�d�a���C�n�a�]�p���A�l�e�o�_�k�l�]�h���?�d�q�n�_�d
�)���O�p�*���I�]�n�g�"�o���L�n�a�o�^�u�p�a�n�e�]�j���?�d�q�n�_�d
�)���O�]�e�j�p���I�e�_�d�]�a�h���"���=�h�h���=�j�c�a�h�o���A�l�e�o�_�k�l�]�h���?�d�q�n�_�d��
�)���O�a�]���O�_�k�q�p�o
�)���O�d�a�n�i�]�j���H�e�^�n�]�n�u���]�j�`���C�]�n�`�a�j�o



It is clear from the input that was received 

throughout this process that the citizens of 

Newport Beach take enormous pride in their 

�_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u���)���b�n�k�i���e�p�o���o�_�a�j�e�_���^�a�]�q�p�u���]�j�`���p�d�a���f�k�u�o��

of coastal living to the gorgeous weather and 

desirable amenities. Many cited how Newport 

�>�a�]�_�d�� �n�a�p�]�e�j�o�� �]�� �o�i�]�h�h�)�p�k�s�j�� �b�a�a�h�� �^�a�_�]�q�o�a�� �k�b�� �e�p�o��

village structure and how its picturesque and 

�b�n�e�a�j�`�h�u���d�]�n�^�k�n���o�a�p�o���e�p���]�l�]�n�p���b�n�k�i���k�p�d�a�n���O�k�q�p�d�a�n�j��

California coastal communities. 

When asked about the challenges facing the 

�?�e�p�u�� �p�d�a�n�a�� �s�a�n�a�� �o�a�r�a�n�]�h�� �_�k�i�i�k�j�� �p�d�a�i�a�o�*�� �B�e�n�o�p�(��

there is a struggle to �nd the balance between 

growth and protecting the quality of life that 

makes Newport Beach such a great community. 

Changing demographics and the need to adapt  

are potential worries, but some people saw arts 

and culture as a means to overcome them and to 

unite neighborhoods. 

�A�m�q�]�h�h�u���e�i�l�k�n�p�]�j�p���s�]�o���p�d�a���l�a�n�_�a�l�p�e�k�j���b�n�a�m�q�a�j�p�h�u��

cited by residents that the City has not previously 

prioritized arts and culture in a substantive way 

and that now is an appropriate time to do so. 

A desire that was expressed consistently was 

to balance the development of more o�ices and 

residential units with spaces dedicated to arts and 

culture uses. In addition, residents applauded 

e�orts to highlight what is unique to Newport 

Beach and move forward with an arts and culture 

agenda as a sign of cultural maturity as a City.

�A�]�_�d�� �k�b�� �p�d�a�� �p�a�j�� �n�a�_�k�i�i�a�j�`�]�p�e�k�j�o�� �n�a�b�a�n�o�� �p�k�� �p�d�a��

�_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u�"�o�� �e�j�l�q�p�� �]�j�`�� �_�e�p�a�o�� �_�q�n�n�a�j�p�� �?�e�p�u�� �l�k�h�e�_�u��

as it applies to that topic. Each recommendation 

contains next steps which are intended to 

provide actionable strategies to move forward 

with that recommendation in the short term. 

Recommendations
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Sage Hill High School
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�E�p�� �d�]�o�� �^�a�a�j�� �s�a�h�h�)�`�k�_�q�i�a�j�p�a�`�� �p�d�]�p�� �p�d�a�� �]�n�p�o��

contribute not only to the quality of life of a 

community but to its economic health.  That is 

why cities across the nation believe in making an 

investment in their arts and culture infrastructure.  

In Newport Beach, the nonpro�t arts and culture 

�o�a�_�p�k�n�� �_�k�j�p�n�e�^�q�p�a�o�� �k�r�a�n�� � �1�,�� �i�e�h�h�e�k�j�� �p�k�� �p�d�a�� �h�k�_�]�h��

economy and there are over 800 arts and culture 

related organizations and businesses employing 

almost 3,000 people within the City limits.  Overall 

in Orange County, the creative sector contributes 

� �-�1�� �^�e�h�h�e�k�j�� �p�k�� �p�d�a�� �a�_�k�j�k�i�u�(�� �a�i�l�h�k�u�o�� �-�� �k�q�p�� �k�b�� �3��

workers and generates nearly $700 million in tax 

revenue.  (See Economic Impact of the Arts section for 

details and sources.)

1.  Grow public investment in arts and culture

The value of arts and culture to the residents of 

Newport Beach was strongly validated through 

the input received over the course of this study, as 

�s�]�o���p�d�a���_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u�"�o���|�n�i���^�a�h�e�a�b���e�j���p�d�a���e�i�l�k�n�p�]�j�_�a��

of increasing its investment in the sector.

�=�o���_�e�p�a�`���e�j���p�d�a���A�_�k�j�k�i�e�_���E�i�l�]�_�p���o�a�_�p�e�k�j�(���e�j���.�,�-�/�(��

�p�d�a�� �2�,�� �h�]�n�c�a�o�p�� �Q�*�O�*�� �_�e�p�e�a�o�� �e�j�r�a�o�p�a�`�� �e�j�� �p�d�a�e�n�� �]�n�p�o��

�]�j�`�� �_�q�h�p�q�n�a�� �]�p�� �]�j�� �]�r�a�n�]�c�a�� �a�t�l�a�j�`�e�p�q�n�a�� �k�b�� � �3�*�1�4��

per capita,  while the City of Newport Beach 

currently invests in its own arts and culture at a 

�i�k�`�a�o�p���h�a�r�a�h���k�b��� �.�*�4�-���l�a�n���_�]�l�e�p�]���k�n��� �.�0�1�(�,�0�1���b�n�k�i��

the general fund. If the City were to fund the arts 

at the average spending level, it would increase 

its General Fund investment to $661,681.

CA 3.1 Public and Private Sources: Support the e�orts of non-pro�t, private and 
  community organizations to apply for public and private grants and promote 
  donations to support arts and cultural activities (Imp 43.1, 43.2, 43.3)

CA 3.5 Funding: Provide funding for the arts in Newport Beach (Imp 43.3)

  --Citations from Chapter 9, City of Newport Beach General Plan 

Public Survey Results:  “How important are arts, culture, & heritage in your life?”

Very important

�O�k�i�a�s�d�]�p���e�i�l�k�n�p�]�j�p

�O�k�i�a�s�d�]�p���q�j�e�i�l�k�n�p�]�j�p

Very unimportant

Unsure

�.�,�!�� �� �0�,�!�� �� �2�,�!�� �� �4�,�!�� �� �-�,�,�!



�D�k�s�a�r�a�n�(���_�e�p�e�a�o���p�u�l�e�_�]�h�h�u���l�n�a�b�a�n���p�k���q�p�e�h�e�v�a���]���i�e�t�p�q�n�a��

of funding mechanisms to address di�erent 

elements of the local arts and culture programs 

they seek to support, and Newport Beach has 

already begun moving in that direction. Thus, 

�e�j���]�`�`�e�p�e�k�j���p�k���p�d�a���C�a�j�a�n�]�h���B�q�j�`�(���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d��

�a�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�a�`���e�j���.�,�-�/���]���?�k�q�j�_�e�h���L�k�h�e�_�u���E�)�-�/�(���$�L�q�^�h�e�_��

�=�n�p�o�� �]�j�`�� �?�q�h�p�q�n�]�h�� �B�]�_�e�h�e�p�e�a�o�� �B�q�j�`�(�%�� �p�k�� �`�e�n�a�_�p�� �]��

portion of developer fees to fund arts and culture 

infrastructure (capital) and a portion of the 

�P�k�q�n�e�o�i�� �>�q�o�e�j�a�o�o�� �E�i�l�n�k�r�a�i�a�j�p�� �@�e�o�p�n�e�_�p�� �b�q�j�`�� �e�o��

designated for possible use in funding arts and 

culture programs. It is critical to consider these 

funds as part of a complete budget for arts and 

culture and carefully designate their allocation to 

address programming, facility and administrative 

needs. 
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�L�n�e�r�]�p�a���o�q�l�l�k�n�p���_�]�j���]�h�o�k���_�k�j�p�n�e�^�q�p�a���p�k���p�d�a���i�e�t�*���B�k�n��

�a�t�]�i�l�h�a�(�� �p�d�a�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �=�n�p�o�� �B�k�q�j�`�]�p�e�k�j�(��

�]�� �j�k�j�l�n�k�|�p�� �1�,�-�$�_�%�/�� �k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�� �b�k�q�j�`�a�`�� �e�j��

�-�5�5�3�(�� �l�h�]�u�o�� �� �]�j�� �]�`�f�q�j�_�p�� �n�k�h�a�� �p�k�� �p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�"�o�� �=�n�p�o��

Commission and primarily raises modest funds 

�p�k�� �o�q�l�l�k�n�p�� �p�d�a�� �]�j�j�q�]�h�� �?�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j�"�o�� �=�n�p�� �e�j�� �p�d�a��

�L�]�n�g���A�t�d�e�^�e�p�e�k�j���l�n�k�c�n�]�i�*�����=�h�p�d�k�q�c�d���e�p���e�o���]���r�]�h�q�a�`��

contributor to the arts in the community, the 

�B�k�q�j�`�]�p�e�k�j�� �e�o�� �j�k�p�� �_�]�l�]�^�h�a�� �k�b�� �l�n�k�r�e�`�e�j�c�� �p�d�a�� �h�a�r�a�h��

of resources needed to sustain a robust arts and 

culture ecology in Newport Beach.

NEXT STEPS:
A) Prior to the 2015-16 �scal year budget process, form a task force to review the City’s current 

arts funding formulas and policies and make recommendations for levels of funding suitable 

to meet current needs and future aspirations. This would include recommending the use of 

�a�t�e�o�p�e�j�c�� �o�k�q�n�_�a�o�� �k�b�� �b�q�j�`�o�� �b�n�k�i�� �p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�"�o�� �C�a�j�a�n�]�h�� �B�q�j�`�(�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �?�k�q�j�_�e�h�� �L�k�h�e�_�u�� �E�)�-�/�(��

�$�L�q�^�h�e�_�� �=�n�p�o�� �]�j�`�� �?�q�h�p�q�n�]�h�� �B�]�_�e�h�e�p�e�a�o�� �B�q�j�`�(�%���]�j�`�� �p�d�a�� �P�k�q�n�e�o�i�� �>�q�o�e�j�a�o�o�� �E�i�l�n�k�r�a�i�a�j�p�� �@�e�o�p�n�e�_�p�� �]�o��

well as identifying additional potential sources.

B) Approve a multi-year commitment (3-5 years) to approve project budgets that exceed more 

than $100,000 annually such as the Sculpture Exhibition in Civic Center Park. �O�q�_�d���]���l�k�h�e�_�u��

would allow for an e�icient and e�ective planning process beyond the short timeline a�orded by 

a single year allocation.

C) Establish a clear working relationship with the Newport Beach Arts Foundation that serves 

their organization as well as the goals of the Arts Commission in order to align e�orts and 

expectations.

D) Solicit the involvement of prominent Newport Beach arts philanthropists to support the 

creation of a new venue.

In order to take full advantage of opportunities 

�p�d�]�p�� �]�n�e�o�a�� �s�e�p�d�e�j�� �p�d�a�� �n�a�c�e�k�j�� �]�j�`�� �p�d�a�� �o�p�]�p�a�(�� �]�� �b�q�h�h�)

time arts sta� member would prove invaluable. 

�I�]�j�u���o�i�]�h�h���]�j�`���i�e�`�)�o�e�v�a�`���_�e�p�e�a�o���e�j���p�d�a���n�a�c�e�k�j���]�h�o�k��

see value in allocating some of their resources to 

the hiring of professional sta� members with 

specialized experience in arts coordination.  

(Information from a representative sampling of these 

cities may be found in Appendix A.)

NEXT STEPS:
A) Review current job description (see 

appendix A) for position and salary level with 

goal of �lling the position of Arts Manager 

with a highly quali�ed candidate by the start 

of the 2015-16 �scal year.

B) Study and consider placing arts and 

culture within the City department that is 

most aligned.

C) Issue an RFP for an experienced outside 

consultant to work closely with the Arts 

Manager and  Arts Commission on the 

implementation of the Master Arts and 

Culture Plan recommendations.

 

D) Establish the necessary budget resources 

to accomplish these steps.

�=�� �o�a�r�a�j�)�i�a�i�^�a�n�� �?�e�p�u�� �k�b�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �=�n�p�o��

Commission has been in place since 1974. The 

commitment of the current commissioners re�ects 

the highest motives for serving: a passion for the 

arts, the desire to be part of a creative team that 

is tasked with building a unique cultural future 

for the City, and excitement at the opportunity to 

integrate the arts with both the community and 

the beautiful environment. The commitment is 

especially meaningful to the commissioners given 

the recent building of a Civic Center and the new 

sculpture garden. 

�E�j���p�d�a���l�]�o�p�(���p�d�a���?�e�p�u���d�]�o���d�]�`���]���b�q�h�h�)�p�e�i�a���l�k�o�e�p�e�k�j��

of Arts Coordinator. Most recently, these 

responsibilities have been delegated to the Library 

�O�a�n�r�e�_�a�o�� �@�e�n�a�_�p�k�n�*�� �>�]�o�a�`�� �k�j�� �b�a�a�`�^�]�_�g�� �b�n�k�i�� �p�d�a��

creative community, the level of collaboration 

required to leverage existing opportunities, as 

well as explore new initiatives and partnerships, 

will require an investment in experienced human 

resources best accomplished by establishing a 

�b�q�h�h�)�p�e�i�a�� �=�n�p�o�� �I�]�j�]�c�a�n�� �l�k�o�e�p�e�k�j�*�� �E�j�� �l�]�n�p�e�_�q�h�]�n�(��

this position should work across departments 

to achieve the economy of scale o�ered by 

collaborating with Library Services, as well 

as Recreation & Senior Services to align and 

support quality programming and to provide 

�e�j�_�h�q�o�e�r�a�� �]�n�p�o�� �a�t�l�a�n�e�a�j�_�a�o�� �p�d�n�k�q�c�d�k�q�p�� �p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�"�o��

parks and neighborhoods. 

2. Establish an appropriately-staffed 
Division of Arts and Culture
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Newport Beach is currently home to 

several well respected arts organizations 

that could serve the citizens in a more 

impactful way if City policies were 

adjusted to accommodate their needs 

�]�j�`���p�k�k�g���e�j�p�k���]�_�_�k�q�j�p���p�d�a�e�n���o�p�]�p�q�o���]�o���j�k�j�)

�l�n�k�|�p�o�*�� �O�q�_�d�� �l�k�h�e�_�e�a�o�� �s�k�q�h�`�� �]�h�o�k�� �o�e�c�j�]�h��

that Newport Beach welcomes new arts 

and cultural partners from outside City 

boundaries. 

Among these policies are more favorable 

�n�a�j�p�]�h���b�a�a�o���]�j�`���o�p�n�a�]�i�h�e�j�e�j�c���k�b���b�]�_�e�h�e�p�u�)�q�o�a��

�l�n�k�_�a�o�o�a�o���]�j�`�(���s�d�a�n�a���]�l�l�n�k�l�n�e�]�p�a�(���?�e�p�u���_�k�)

sponsorship of certain activities in order 

to remove �nancial and logistical barriers 

that currently prevent a more robust 

schedule of arts programming in Newport 

Beach. In addition, policies should be put 

in place to create opportunities for local 

artists such as a local panel that chooses 

display of art in city buildings and outside 

spaces throughout the City. A task force 

could address policies that also include 

designating open space for cultural use, 

parking issues and shuttle transportation 

as well as standards for new architecture 

in the City.

3. Establish arts-friendly City policies 

NEXT STEPS: Form a task force to address policies 

of the City and make recommendations including:

�)�����O�l�a�_�e�|�_���c�q�e�`�a�h�e�j�a�o���^�u���s�d�e�_�d���]�j���k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j���k�n��

individual quali�es for special policy designation

�)�����B�a�a�)�n�a�`�q�_�p�e�k�j���k�n���s�]�e�r�a�n�o���k�j���q�o�a���k�b���b�]�_�e�h�e�p�e�a�o���^�u��

�]�n�p�e�o�p�o�� �]�j�`�� �j�k�j�)�l�n�k�|�p�o�� �k�{�a�n�e�j�c�� �l�n�k�c�n�]�i�o�� �b�k�n�� �p�d�a��

public, including establishment of a budget of      

�e�j�)�g�e�j�`���n�a�o�k�q�n�_�a���]�h�h�k�_�]�p�e�k�j�o���p�k���]�_�_�k�i�l�h�e�o�d���p�d�e�o

�)�����A�t�l�h�k�n�]�p�e�k�j���k�b���l�k�h�e�_�u���p�d�]�p���s�e�h�h���o�l�a�_�e�|�_�]�h�h�u���^�a�j�a�|�p��

potential live/work space for artists

�)�����L�n�k�_�a�o�o���b�k�n���`�a�o�e�c�j�]�p�e�k�j���k�b���k�l�a�j���o�l�]�_�a���b�k�n���_�q�h�p�q�n�]�h��

use

�)�� �� �L�n�k�_�a�o�o�� �p�k�� �]�`�`�n�a�o�o�� �l�]�n�g�e�j�c�� �]�j�`�� �p�n�]�j�o�l�k�n�p�]�p�e�k�j��

issues for arts and culture events

�)�� �L�n�k�_�a�o�o�� �p�k�� �e�j�_�h�q�`�a�� �l�n�k�i�k�p�e�k�j�� �k�b�� �j�k�j�)�?�e�p�u��

�o�l�k�j�o�k�n�a�`�� �]�n�p�o�� �]�_�p�e�r�e�p�e�a�o�� �]�j�`�� �a�r�a�j�p�o�� �e�j�� �?�e�p�u�)

generated communications (as outlined in 

�N�a�_�k�i�i�a�j�`�]�p�e�k�j���0�%
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Citizens feel the number one roadblock 

to engaging in more Newport 

Beach arts experiences is a lack of 

communication and information. The 

number of residents who are unaware 

of arts organizations that call Newport 

Beach home supports this outcome. To 

�`�e�o�_�k�r�a�n�� �]�n�p�o�� �k�{�a�n�e�j�c�o�(�� �2�5�!�� �n�a�h�e�a�`�� �k�j��

�A�i�]�e�h�� �j�k�p�e�_�a�o�(�� �2�2�!�� �k�j�� �s�k�n�`�� �k�b�� �i�k�q�p�d��

�]�j�`���1�3�!���k�j���k�j�h�e�j�a���o�a�]�n�_�d�a�o�*���P�a�_�d�j�k�h�k�c�u��

in all its current forms is critical to 

successfully promoting the programs of 

the City as well as its arts organizations.

�E�j�� �.�,�,�0�)�1�(�� �p�d�a�� �=�n�p�o�� �?�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j��

produced and distributed a Newport 

�>�a�]�_�d�� �?�q�h�p�q�n�]�h�� �=�n�p�o�� �C�q�e�`�a�� �]�p�� �p�d�a��

recommendation of a marketing and 

�l�q�^�h�e�_�� �n�a�h�]�p�e�k�j�o�� �o�q�^�)�_�k�i�i�e�p�p�a�a��(See 

Appendix F). This guide featured all 

the organizations that called Newport 

Beach home and was valued by the 

hospitality industry as a tool in serving 

their guests.  A similar guide might 

be considered for online and print 

publication.

4. Develop a 21st century arts and culture communication plan

NEXT STEPS: Form a sub-committee of the Arts 

Commission together with local marketing 

professionals (both arts and non-arts organizations), 

Visit Newport, and other City departments, to 

recommend the appropriate strategies to provide 

residents and tourists alike with easy access to arts 

and culture o�erings.  

Recommended strategies will include:

�)���A�r�]�h�q�]�p�e�j�c���]�j�`���i�]�g�e�j�c���n�a�_�k�i�i�a�j�`�]�p�e�k�j�o���k�j���]���i�q�h�p�e�)

layered communications and marketing approach that 

includes print publications, technology and signage.

�)�� �A�r�]�h�q�]�p�e�j�c�� �]�j�`�� �i�]�g�e�j�c�� �n�a�_�k�i�i�a�j�`�]�p�e�k�j�o�� �k�j�� �p�d�a��

coordination of marketing e�orts with other City 

departments engaged in arts and culture o�erings.

�)�� �B�k�n�i�e�j�c�� �]�� �o�p�n�]�p�a�c�e�_�� �l�]�n�p�j�a�n�o�d�e�l�� �s�e�p�d�� �R�e�o�e�p�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p��

that includes Newport Beach TV and using an 

established web platform to receive a potential direct 

�b�a�a�`���b�n�k�i���O�l�]�n�g���K�?�*

�)���A�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�e�j�c���]���b�a�a�`�^�]�_�g���i�a�_�d�]�j�e�o�i���]�p���a�r�a�n�u���]�n�p�o���a�r�a�j�p��

via an app for smartphones.

�)�� �E�`�a�j�p�e�b�u�e�j�c�� �]�j�`�� �n�a�_�k�i�i�a�j�`�e�j�c�� �g�a�u�� �]�l�l�n�k�l�n�e�]�p�a��

�h�k�_�]�p�e�k�j�o���e�`�a�j�p�e�|�a�`���b�k�n���s�]�u�)�|�j�`�e�j�c���o�e�c�j�]�c�a���]�j�`���^�]�j�j�a�n�o��

to the arts policy task force.

CA 1.3 Promotion of Cultural Arts: Build public awareness and encourage participation 
  in the City’s arts and cultural activities (Imp 4421, 43.2)

CA 3.4 Cultural Tourism: Promote cultural tourism in Newport Beach to attract visitors 
  and tourists interested in cultural events (Imp 43.1, 43.2, 43.3)

CA 3.2 Volunteer Opportunities: Promote and support volunteer opportunities for 
  public involvement in arts and cultural programs and events (Imp 43.1, 43.2, 43.3)

  --Citations from Chapter 9, City of Newport Beach General Plan
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5.2   |    Develop unique programming 
 and signature events

There are already key signature events happening 

in Newport Beach, which should be better 

�o�q�l�l�k�n�p�a�`�*�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �B�e�h�i�� �B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h�� �s�]�o��

mentioned frequently as a signature event, as 

�s�a�h�h�� �]�o�� �p�d�a�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �D�u�]�p�p�� �?�k�j�_�a�n�p�� �O�a�n�e�a�o�� �]�j�`��

�F�]�v�v�� �B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h�*�� �P�d�a�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �>�k�]�p�� �L�]�n�]�`�a��

was also highlighted as an existing event which 

could be a springboard for an imaginative and 

�q�j�e�m�q�a�)�p�d�a�i�a�`�� �]�n�p�e�o�p�e�_�� �a�j�`�a�]�r�k�n�(�� �l�k�o�o�e�^�h�u�� �e�j��

�]�j�k�p�d�a�n�� �]�n�a�]�� �k�b�� �p�d�a�� �_�e�p�u�*�� �S�d�a�j�� �>�]�h�^�k�]�� �P�d�a�]�p�n�a�"�o��

transformation into an arts center is completed, 

there is additional potential for a signature event 

�d�q�^�� �p�d�]�p�� �e�j�_�h�q�`�a�o�� �A�t�l�h�k�n�K�_�a�]�j�� �]�j�`�� �>�]�h�^�k�]�� �L�]�n�g��

& Pier. If a large signature event were to be held in 

a park, community members suggested rotating 

the location in order to maximize accessibility for 

all residents and minimize its impact upon any 

single neighborhood.

NEXT STEPS: Hold a facilitated Arts 
Commission retreat to carefully examine the 
range and type of programs being currently 
o�ered and set priorities for future program 

plans. 

5.1    |    Expand support for City-sponsored 
 arts programs

The public is mostly familiar with and 

supportive of the programs being o�ered by City 

departments. Many speak of these programs in 

glowing, a�ectionate terms and wish to see them 

continued. 

These include:

�)���?�e�r�e�_���?�a�j�p�a�n���?�k�j�_�a�n�p�o

�)���=�n�p���e�j���p�d�a���L�]�n�g

�)���O�_�q�h�l�p�q�n�a���A�t�d�e�^�e�p�e�k�j���e�j���?�e�r�e�_���?�a�j�p�a�n���L�]�n�g

�)���H�e�^�n�]�n�u���h�a�_�p�q�n�a�o���]�j�`���l�n�k�c�n�]�i�o

�)���O�d�]�g�a�o�l�a�]�n�a���^�u���p�d�a���O�a�]

�)���R�e�o�q�]�h���]�j�`���l�a�n�b�k�n�i�e�j�c���]�n�p�o���_�h�]�o�o�a�o���b�k�n��

    youth and seniors at community centers

�)���F�q�n�e�a�`���=�n�p���A�t�d�e�^�e�p�e�k�j

5 . Develop a multi-faceted  arts and culture program plan

CA 1.4 Events and Programs: Encourage the continuation and expansion of cultural   
  arts events and programs such as festivals, seminars, workshops, concerts in the  
  parks and community cultural festivals. (Imp 43.1, 43.2)

CA 3.3  Additional Resources: Utilize cultural resources outside of Newport Beach.
  Continue to promote the Newport Beach Sister City Association and other 
  cultural exchange programs (Imp 43.1, 43.2, 43.3)

  --Citations from Chapter 9,  City of Newport Beach General Plan
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5.3    |    Expand direct and indirect support for 
Newport Beach arts and culture organizations
 

Increase the amount of funding available to 

support existing programs. Currently, the arts 

�_�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j���d�]�o���]���o�i�]�h�h���^�q�`�c�a�p���k�b��� �.�1�(�,�,�,���p�k���c�e�r�a��

direct grant support to organizations that serve 

the community of Newport Beach. This support 

can be bolstered through favorable City policies 

�o�q�_�d���]�o���b�a�a�)�s�]�e�r�a�`���k�n���b�a�a���n�a�`�q�_�a�`���q�o�a���k�b���b�]�_�e�h�e�p�e�a�o�(��

marketing support, etc. as well as contracting for 

�e�j�)�?�e�p�u���l�a�n�b�k�n�i�]�j�_�a�o���^�u���n�a�c�e�k�j�]�h���p�d�a�]�p�n�a���c�n�k�q�l�o�(��

instrumental ensembles, dance groups, and choirs. 

Arts organization representatives expressed 

enthusiastic support for working together to grow 

arts and cultural o�erings in Newport Beach. 

Among the ways suggested is collaborating on 

a community calendar that e�ectively features 

arts and culture in order to make the community 

aware of all the opportunities that take place 

throughout the year. 

NEXT STEPS: Convene arts organizations and 

artists in Newport Beach annually to gain 

input on plans and priorities and establish 

collaborations.

5.4    |    Engage other Newport Beach venues as 
potential arts and culture partners

There are a number of venues as well as arts 

organizations that should play a role in creating 

the cultural fabric of the City through purposeful 

�o�p�n�]�p�a�c�e�_���l�]�n�p�j�a�n�o�d�e�l�o�*���B�k�n���e�j�o�p�]�j�_�a�(���p�d�a���J�a�s�l�k�n�p��

Theatre Arts Center has previously hosted a 

�_�d�e�h�`�n�a�j�"�o�� �p�d�a�]�p�n�a�� �_�k�i�l�]�j�u�� �]�o�� �s�a�h�h�� �]�o�� �p�d�a�� �K�?��

Playwrights Alliance. The new Coastline Art 

�C�]�h�h�a�n�u�� �e�o�� �o�d�k�s�e�j�c�� �l�n�k�i�e�o�a�� �]�o�� �]�� �s�e�h�h�e�j�c�� �l�]�n�p�j�a�n��

with other organizations. Other potential partners 

�]�n�a�� �j�k�j�)�p�n�]�`�e�p�e�k�j�]�h�� �r�a�j�q�a�o�� �o�q�_�d�� �]�o�� �_�d�q�n�_�d�a�o�(��

�e�j�_�h�q�`�e�j�c�� �O�p�*�� �I�]�n�g�"�o�� �]�j�`�� �O�p�*�� �F�]�i�a�o�(�� �n�a�p�]�e�h�� �]�n�a�]�o�(��

�o�q�_�d�� �]�o�� �B�]�o�d�e�k�j�� �E�o�h�]�j�`�(�� �r�e�o�e�p�k�n�� �]�_�_�k�i�i�k�`�]�p�e�k�j�o�(��

�h�e�g�a�� �p�d�a�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�� �>�a�]�_�d�� �D�u�]�p�p�� �]�j�`�� �P�d�a�� �@�q�j�a�o�(��

cinemas, like the Big Newport and Island Theatres, 

conference venues, like The Port, and commercial 

entertainment venues, like the Lido Theatre. They 

should be invited to participate in meaningful, 

�d�k�h�e�o�p�e�_���l�h�]�j�j�e�j�c���b�k�n���p�d�a���`�a�r�a�h�k�l�i�a�j�p���k�b���p�d�a���?�e�p�u�"�o��

arts and culture life. 
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Many residents travel just outside the city to take 

advantage of the o�erings nearby. The City should pursue 

partnerships with some of the outstanding regional arts 

�k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�o�� �e�j�� �K�n�]�j�c�a�� �?�k�q�j�p�u�� �]�j�`�� �O�k�q�p�d�a�n�j�� �?�]�h�e�b�k�n�j�e�]��

to bring unique cultural experiences into Newport Beach. 

�O�q�_�d�� �k�{�a�n�e�j�c�o�� �i�e�c�d�p�� �e�j�_�h�q�`�a�� �$�e�j�b�k�n�i�]�j�_�a�o�%�� �$�e�j�p�e�i�]�p�a��

�h�a�_�p�q�n�a�+�`�a�i�k�j�o�p�n�]�p�e�k�j�o�%�� �^�u�� �s�k�n�h�`�)�_�h�]�o�o�� �]�n�p�e�o�p�o�� �]�h�n�a�]�`�u��

residing in or scheduled to visit the area, or the opportunity 

for these artists to break ground with new work or engage 

with audiences in outdoor environments. 

NEXT STEPS: Establish an on-

going steering committee 

with representatives from arts 

organizations and other potential 

partners to explore and implement 

partnerships that will strengthen 

existing programming and create 

innovative proposals for new 

creative ventures. 
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5.5    |    Build partnerships with regional arts and cultural organizations

Grace Lane Gallery

�P�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�� �?�k�q�j�_�e�h�� �]�`�k�l�p�a�`�� �L�k�h�e�_�u�� �E�)�5�� �]�j�`�� �E�)�-�-��

�e�j�� �-�5�4�2�� �n�a�c�]�n�`�e�j�c�� �=�n�p�� �e�j�� �L�q�^�h�e�_�� �L�h�]�_�a�o�� �]�j�`�� �p�d�a��

acceptance of donations of art to the City. These 

policies address the responsibilities of the Arts 

Commission in advising City Council on the 

selection of art pieces as well as placement at 

appropriate public sites. These policies are further 

�a�t�l�]�j�`�a�`�� �e�j�� �L�k�h�e�_�u�� �E�)�-�/�(�� �s�d�e�_�d�� �_�n�a�]�p�a�`�� �]�� �L�q�^�h�e�_��

�=�n�p�o�� �]�j�`�� �?�q�h�p�q�n�]�h�� �B�]�_�e�h�e�p�e�a�o�� �B�q�j�`�*�� �I�k�o�p�� �n�a�_�a�j�p�h�u��

�p�d�a�� �=�n�p�o�� �?�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j�� �a�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�a�`�� �]�j�� �=�n�p�� �O�e�p�a��

�O�q�e�p�]�^�e�h�e�p�u���=�`���D�k�_���?�k�i�i�e�p�p�a�a���e�j���.�,�-�0���p�k���a�r�]�h�q�]�p�a��

�p�d�a�� �?�e�p�u�"�o�� �l�q�^�h�e�_�� �h�k�_�]�p�e�k�j�o�� �b�k�n�� �p�d�a�� �l�h�]�_�a�i�a�j�p�� �k�b��

public art. That work was suspended in order 

to allow this Master Arts and Culture Plan to 

�|�n�o�p�� �^�a�� �_�k�i�l�h�a�p�a�`�*�� �D�k�s�a�r�a�n�� �p�d�a�� �l�n�k�_�a�o�o�� �b�k�n��

moving forward is fully outlined and has been 

incorporated into the next steps (See Appendix A.2 

and 3)

There is de�nite interest in bringing unique, 

interactive, public art experiences to Newport 

Beach to help distinguish it from neighboring 

cities. Interactivity of public art in surprising 

locations is especially appealing to residents. 

6. Refine the City’s Public Art Policy

NEXT STEPS:
A) Resume the Art Site Suitability Process 

(Appendix G) addressing the following:

�)���A�j�c�]�c�a�i�a�j�p���k�b���g�a�u���o�p�]�g�a�d�k�h�`�a�n�o

�)���A�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d���o�q�e�p�]�^�e�h�e�p�u���_�n�e�p�a�n�e�]

�)���E�j�r�a�j�p�k�n�u���l�k�p�a�j�p�e�]�h���h�k�_�]�p�e�k�j�o���s�e�p�d

   evaluation and ranking

�)���E�`�a�j�p�e�b�u���l�n�k�_�a�o�o���b�k�n���o�e�p�a���o�a�h�a�_�p�e�k�j���]�j�`

   design review

B) Review the existing Public Art Policy, 

considering national best practice, that 

addresses the following:

�)���=�j���k�j�)�c�k�e�j�c���o�q�^�)�_�k�i�i�e�p�p�a�a���p�d�]�p���e�j�_�h�q�`�a�o��

�e�j�`�q�o�p�n�u���l�n�k�b�a�o�o�e�k�j�]�h�o���]�o���]�`�)�d�k�_���i�a�i�^�a�n�o��

�)�� �A�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�� �]�� �o�_�d�a�`�q�h�a�� �^�u�� �s�d�e�_�d�� �^�q�`�c�a�p��

is con�rmed and projects are considered 

�^�a�u�k�j�`�� �p�d�a�� �O�_�q�h�l�p�q�n�a�� �A�t�d�e�^�e�p�e�k�j�� �e�j�� �?�e�r�e�_��

Center Park 

�)�� �O�q�o�p�]�e�j�]�^�e�h�e�p�u�� �k�b�� �p�d�a�� �O�_�q�h�l�p�q�n�a�� �A�t�d�e�^�e�p�e�k�j��

in Civic Center Park 

�)���I�]�e�j�p�a�j�]�j�_�a���]�j�`���_�k�j�o�a�n�r�]�p�e�k�j���l�h�]�j

�)���@�a�]�_�_�a�o�o�e�k�j���k�b���]�n�p���s�k�n�g

CA 1.1 Public Projects: Encourage the incorporation of public art in major public 
  projects that enhance the City’s community character as well as its built 
  environment, through public art donations, and working with local artists, 
  students and community groups to create public art projects. (Imp, 40.1, 43.3)

CA 1.2 Private Projects: Encourage the incorporation of public art into larger commercial 
  projects that enhance the City’s community character as well as its built 
  environment (Imp 2.1)

  --Citations from Chapter 9,  City of Newport Beach General Plan
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7.1    |    Build a bold new unique creative space
A strong desire was expressed repeatedly 

throughout the process that there be a bold and 

�q�j�e�m�q�a���o�l�]�_�a���_�n�a�]�p�a�`���b�k�n���p�d�a���]�n�p�o�*���=���}�a�t�e�^�h�a���/�1�,�)

seat venue was the highest ranked possible use 

for a parcel of land at Orange County Museum 

of Art that will be vacated when it makes its 

�b�q�p�q�n�a�� �i�k�r�a�� �p�k�� �O�a�c�a�n�o�p�n�k�i�� �?�a�j�p�a�n�� �b�k�n�� �p�d�a�� �=�n�p�o��

�e�j���?�k�o�p�]���I�a�o�]�*���P�d�a���?�e�p�u�"�o���?�a�j�p�n�]�h���H�e�^�n�]�n�u�(���s�e�p�d���]��

venue contiguous with the Library itself, was also 

identi�ed  as a potential site.

�A�r�a�j���e�b���p�d�a�o�a���l�]�n�p�e�_�q�h�]�n���h�k�_�]�p�e�k�j�o���_�]�j�j�k�p���^�a���q�o�a�`

for this purpose, it was clear that there is a widely 

felt need for this speci�c size venue somewhere in 

the City.  In addition, creative spaces that provide 

the arts community as well as businesses with 

a�ordable meeting spaces were ranked highly. 

�O�q�_�d���]���o�l�]�_�a���_�k�q�h�`���o�a�n�r�a���]�o���d�k�i�a���p�k���p�d�a���H�e�^�n�]�n�u��

Lecture series and other programs, as well as 

�l�n�a�o�a�j�p�]�p�e�k�j�o���^�u���p�d�a���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���B�e�h�i���B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h�(��

�?�k�]�o�p�h�e�j�a�� �=�n�p�� �C�]�h�h�a�n�u�(�� �>�]�n�k�m�q�a�� �I�q�o�e�_�� �B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h�(��

�D�q�p�_�d�e�j�o�� �?�k�j�o�k�n�p�(�� �]�j�`�� �O�k�q�p�d�a�n�j�� �?�]�h�e�b�k�n�j�e�]��

�?�d�e�h�`�n�a�j�"�o�� �?�d�k�n�q�o�*�� �I�q�o�e�_�� �c�n�k�q�l�o�� �e�j�� �l�]�n�p�e�_�q�h�]�n��

would be strong partners and be compatible with 

Library programming and the Newport Beach 

�B�e�h�i�� �B�a�o�p�e�r�]�h�*�� �E�p�� �s�k�q�h�`�� �]�h�o�k�� �^�a�� �]�l�l�n�k�l�n�e�]�p�a�� �p�k��

consider classrooms and artist studio space as 

part of such a plan.  

7. Develop new accessible creative spaces

  NEXT STEPS:
A) Conduct a needs assessment of 

organizations that would make this venue 

their home.

B) Conduct a feasibility study of potential 

sites and how one or more sites might 

address this recommendation. Potential sites 

that have been suggested include but are not 

limited to: �>�]�j�j�e�j�c�� �N�]�j�_�d�� �j�a�t�p�� �p�k�� �?�k�]�o�p�h�e�j�a��

�=�n�p���C�]�h�h�a�n�u�(���p�d�a���k�n�e�c�e�j�]�h���l�]�n�g�e�j�c���h�k�p���k�b���?�a�j�p�n�]�h��

Library, the smaller Orange County Museum 

�k�b���=�n�p���l�]�n�_�a�h�(���p�d�a���?�e�p�u���Q�p�e�h�e�p�e�a�o���U�]�n�`���]�p���p�d�a���a�j�`��

�k�b���-�2�p�d���o�p�n�a�a�p�(���k�n���=�n�`�a�h�h���>�k�]�p���U�]�n�`�*

C) Evaluate the potential for collaboration 

with Newport Theatre Arts Center with 

the intent of renovating the space and 

diversifying the arts experiences o�ered at 

the venue while protecting its rich history of 

community theatre. 

D) Identify the appropriate City 

representatives to work with the Museum to 

explore the future use of its land.

E) E�ectively ful�ll the commitment to 

Council Policy I-13.

CA 2.1 Facilities – Explore opportunities to accommodate current or emerging cultural 
  arts programs within existing and new facilities by working with community 
  groups for sharing of performance and exhibit space and considering the 
  potential for new facilities (Imp 9.1, 43.1, 43.2, 43.3)

CA 2.2 Shared Venues – Continue the use of shared exhibit space for the display of arts 
  exhibitions such as the Central Library and City Hall (imp 9.1)

  --citations from City of Newport Beach General Plan
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The City is at the start of planning the renovation 

and use of the historic Balboa Theatre, which has 

reverted to its control. There is a general concept 

in place that would involve o�ering classes and 

events that would serve the community as a 

�i�q�h�p�e�)�l�q�n�l�k�o�a���_�q�h�p�q�n�]�h���_�a�j�p�a�n�*���P�d�a���e�i�l�k�n�p�]�j�_�a���k�b��

addressing this venue is validated by the fact that 

residents felt that Balboa was an area of the City 

that most needed and could be most positively 

a�ected by revitalization e�orts through the 

�]�n�p�o�*�� �S�e�p�d�� �A�t�l�h�k�n�K�_�a�]�j�� �]�o�� �]�j�� �]�j�_�d�k�n�(�� �]�j�`�� �]��

potential parking garage under discussion, this 

is a great opportunity to collaborate between the 

�`�a�l�]�n�p�i�a�j�p�o�� �k�b�� �H�e�^�n�]�n�u�� �O�a�n�r�e�_�a�o�(�� �N�a�_�n�a�]�p�e�k�j�� �"��

�O�a�j�e�k�n�� �O�a�n�r�e�_�a�o�� �]�j�`�� �p�d�a�� �n�a�_�k�i�i�a�j�`�a�`�� �j�a�s�� �=�n�p�o��

division.

The public is aware of many issues, especially tra�ic 

and parking, which could prove a roadblock to 

programming that seeks to attract large numbers 

�b�n�k�i���k�q�p�o�e�`�a���>�]�h�^�k�]�*���N�a�o�e�`�a�j�p�o���a�t�l�n�a�o�o�a�`���]���`�a�o�e�n�a��

to see the facility serve the community in a variety 

of ways, with the highest ranked programs being 

�lm and movie events closely followed by live 

performances and creative community events. 

(See Appendix I for results of Balboa Theatre potential 

audience survey.)

NEXT STEPS:  Clarify the role of the Arts 

Commission as a strategic partner in the 

new plans for Balboa Fine Arts Center and 

collaborate with Recreation and Senior 

Services to contribute to the success of the 

project.
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Public Survey Results:  “Most desirable use for new creative space”

RANKING USE   

 1
�=���/�1�,�)�o�a�]�p���}�a�t�e�^�h�a���p�d�a�]�p�n�a���o�l�]�_�a���p�d�]�p���s�k�q�h�`���o�a�n�r�a���a�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�a�`��
community programs (chosen as #1 by over 50% of respondents)
 

 2
A Center that is environmentally sensitive and architecturally 
unique that combines the arts and sciences
 

 3
�?�n�a�]�p�e�r�a���I�a�a�p�e�j�c���O�l�]�_�a�o�+�N�a�p�n�a�]�p���?�a�j�p�a�n���]�r�]�e�h�]�^�h�a���b�k�n���n�a�j�p���k�j���]��
�o�h�e�`�e�j�c���o�_�]�h�a���b�k�n���j�k�j�)�l�n�k�|�p�o���]�o���s�a�h�h���]�o���^�q�o�e�j�a�o�o
 

 4
Artists studio space open to the public with exhibition space, class�)
room and small recital space
 

7.2    |    Retain Balboa Theatre site for arts and culture  use



�A�t�]�i�l�h�a�o�� �k�b�� �]�n�p�� �_�k�i�l�k�j�a�j�p�o�� �p�d�]�p�� �_�]�j�� �^�a��

incorporated into a newly developed teen 

center include: Open Mic Night for teen 

performances in various genres including 

music, spoken word and comedy; state of 

the art digital design studio; �lmmaking, 

photography and creative writing 

workshops.  A planned new City community 

center in West Newport has been identi�ed 

as a potential venue that could incorporate 

plans to accommodate the needs of teens.

NEXT STEPS: Evaluate how to serve 

teens more e�ectively focusing 

speci�cally on: 

�)�� �A�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�e�j�c�� �]�� �j�a�s�� �p�a�a�j�� �_�a�j�p�a�n�$�o�%��

that could include an arts and creativity 

component at  existing venues such as 

Newport Coast Community Center 

�]�j�`���O�p�*���=�j�`�n�a�s�o���?�d�q�n�_�d

�)�� �N�a�r�e�a�s�� �a�t�e�o�p�e�j�c�� �l�n�k�c�n�]�i�i�e�j�c�� �b�k�n��

opportunities to include programming 

for youth or student rush tickets

�)�� �?�k�j�o�e�`�a�n�� �p�d�a�� �j�a�a�`�o�� �k�b�� �p�a�a�j�o�� �]�j�`��

young adults with the addition of any 

new program or facility

�)�� �E�j�r�k�h�r�a�� �n�a�l�n�a�o�a�j�p�]�p�e�r�a�� �p�a�a�j�o�� �e�j�� �p�d�a��

planning process
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7.3    |    Evaluate and establish location for a Creative Teen Center

�N�a�o�e�`�a�j�p�o���b�a�a�h���p�d�]�p���u�k�q�j�c���]�`�q�h�p�o���]�j�`���p�a�a�j�]�c�a�n�o���`�a�o�a�n�r�a��

more attention and services through arts and culture. 

Teens expressed pleasant memories of attending classes 

when younger but were unfamiliar with anything the 

city is currently o�ering. Their general impression was 

that the city is lacking in arts and culture.  Interestingly, 

they most cherished the older neighborhoods of Corona 

del Mar and Balboa because of their more eclectic, 

friendly and artistic community feel.

The desire for a creative teen center was de�ned as a 

“safe cool place” to hang out that stays open later than     

9 p.m. Teens currently gravitate towards University 

�P�k�s�j�� �?�a�j�p�a�n�� �$�j�a�]�n�� �Q�?�� �E�n�r�e�j�a�%�� �k�n�� �]�h�p�a�n�j�]�p�e�r�a�)�o�p�u�h�a��

shopping districts like The Lab and The Camp in Costa 

Mesa. They are able to walk around, feel safe as if in 

their own “pod”, and the places feel intimate, cool, 

�]�n�p�e�o�p�e�_���]�j�`���a�]�o�u�)�c�k�e�j�c�*���P�d�a���j�a�a�`���s�]�o���b�q�n�p�d�a�n���a�t�l�n�a�o�o�a�`��

as a place to create, as well as experience art where food 

trucks were welcome or there was a café. 

Although residents expressed a great fondness for 

the Civic Center as an arts venue, they also did not 

want to lose sight of what could be experienced in 

their neighborhood parks.

 

When asked to rank potential programming, 

residents chose high quality live performances, 

followed by public art gardens, �tness trails, 

and community arts showcases. Additional 

suggestions included a traveling puppet theatre 

�]�l�l�a�]�n�e�j�c���e�j���i�q�h�p�e�l�h�a���l�]�n�g�o�(���l�k�l�)�q�l���]�n�p���]�j�`���}�]�o�d��

�i�k�^�)�o�p�u�h�a�� �l�a�n�b�k�n�i�]�j�_�a�o�(�� �$�^�]�p�p�h�a�� �k�b�� �p�d�a�� �^�]�j�`�o�(�%��

and a portable gra�iti wall to engage youth. They 

were intrigued by interactive public art when 

shown visual images of actual installations, but 

did not rank it highly in the written survey which 

did not include visual images.

Arts organizations and schools are interested in 

exploring outdoor venues across the city, however 

�p�d�a���?�e�p�u�"�o���l�]�n�g�o���]�n�a���j�k�p���_�q�n�n�a�j�p�h�u���a�m�q�e�l�l�a�`���s�e�p�d��

adequate staging, sound, screen, projection and 

often lack su�icient parking capacity. 

�O�q�c�c�a�o�p�e�k�j�o�� �p�k�� �o�k�h�r�a�� �e�j�b�n�]�o�p�n�q�_�p�q�n�a�� �e�o�o�q�a�o��

included evaluating the purchase of a portable 

�$�o�d�k�s�i�k�^�e�h�a�%�� �]�o�� �s�a�h�h�� �]�o�� �]�o�o�a�o�o�e�j�c�� �-�)�.�� �l�]�n�g�o��

for their ability to easily accommodate an 

�k�q�p�`�k�k�n�� �^�q�e�h�p�)�e�j�� �]�i�l�d�e�p�d�a�]�p�a�n�*�� �=�j�� �e�j�r�a�o�p�i�a�j�p��

in the infrastructure that could be used by arts 

organizations and schools would provide many 

more opportunities that bene�t the community, 

especially youth.

8. Animate existing City parks, beaches and other 
public spaces with unique programming, signature 
events and neighborhood festivals

NEXT STEPS: Collaborate across departments 

to include and support potential unique 

programming in city parks and beaches and 

evaluate infrastructure needs.
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Shakespeare in the Park

�L�d�k�p�k�6���O�]�c�a���D�e�h�h���D�e�c�d���O�_�d�k�k�h �L�d�k�p�k�6���O�d�]�g�a�o�l�a�]�n�a���^�u���p�d�a���O�a�]�+�=�]�n�k�j���I�]�p�p�d�a�s���G�]�e�o�a�n



The education community �nds importance in exploring 

�]�j�`�� �a�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�e�j�c�� �o�q�^�o�p�]�j�p�e�r�a�� �s�e�j�)�s�e�j�� �l�]�n�p�j�a�n�o�d�e�l�o�� �e�j��

the arts with the City. By working together, Coastline 

�?�k�h�h�a�c�a�(�� �J�a�s�l�k�n�p�)�I�a�o�]�� �Q�j�e�|�a�`�� �O�_�d�k�k�h�� �@�e�o�p�n�e�_�p�(�� �]�j�`��

�l�n�e�r�]�p�a�� �o�_�d�k�k�h�o�� �h�e�g�a�� �O�]�c�a�� �D�e�h�h�(�� �D�]�n�^�k�n�� �@�]�u�(�� �?�]�n�`�a�j��

�D�]�h�h�(�� �p�d�a�� �I�k�j�p�a�o�o�k�n�e�� �O�_�d�k�k�h�o�� �]�j�`�� �k�p�d�a�n�� �a�`�q�_�]�p�e�k�j�]�h��

organizations can address access, cost and convenience 

of arts o�erings. This can range from class o�erings and 

�d�]�j�`�o�)�k�j���]�n�p�o���a�j�c�]�c�a�i�a�j�p���b�k�n���]�h�h���]�c�a���c�n�k�q�l�o���]�o���s�a�h�h���]�o��

�p�d�a���l�n�k�o�l�a�_�p�e�r�a���q�o�a���k�b���k�l�a�j���p�e�i�a���e�j���p�d�a�e�n���b�]�_�e�h�e�p�e�a�o�*���A�r�a�j��

though some felt that the City is doing a great job with 

robust o�erings for youth, many felt that these could 

be improved upon in terms of a�ordability and quality 

�k�b�� �p�d�a�� �k�{�a�n�e�j�c�o�*�� �N�a�o�e�`�a�j�p�o�� �d�e�c�d�h�u�� �n�]�p�a�`�� �p�d�a�� �e�i�l�k�n�p�]�j�p��

role of the arts for engagement and skill building by 

youth. They also felt that the City had a role to play in 

encouraging arts education. 

9. Establish key partnerships that support arts education

NEXT STEPS:
A) Appoint a City sta� Liaison and 

an Arts Commissioner who will 

evaluate strategic opportunities and 

collaboration with private and public 

schools. Speci�cally this liaison will 

serve the Newport-Mesa Uni�ed 

School District Arts Commission 

as they move forward with their 

strategic arts plan for public schools. 

(See Appendix H)

B) Create a plan for collaboration 

with Education K-16. Strategies can 

include: 

�)�� �D�k�o�p�e�j�c�� �l�n�e�r�]�p�a�� �]�j�`�� �l�q�^�h�e�_�� �o�_�d�k�k�h�o��

�o�d�k�s�_�]�o�a�o�� �e�j�� �>�]�j�`�(�� �?�d�k�n�q�o�(�� �O�p�n�e�j�c�o�(��

�R�e�o�q�]�h���=�n�p�o���]�j�`���@�]�j�_�a���]�p���?�e�p�u���r�a�j�q�a�o��

�)�� �L�n�k�r�e�`�e�j�c�� �k�l�l�k�n�p�q�j�e�p�e�a�o�� �b�k�n�� �p�a�a�j�o��

and college students to serve as 

apprentices

�)�� �O�l�a�_�e�]�h�� �s�]�e�r�a�n�o�� �b�k�n�� �q�o�a�� �k�b�� �o�l�]�_�a��

when guidelines are met

�)�� �E�`�a�j�p�e�b�u�� �k�l�l�k�n�p�q�j�e�p�e�a�o�� �b�k�n��

collaboration on joint events at City 

venues or school venues

CA 1.5 Arts Education: Partner with the community to encourage and strengthen arts   
  education for children, youth, adults and seniors in the City. (Imp 43.1, 43.2) 

  --Citations from Chapter 9,  City of Newport Beach General Plan
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Outstanding design and functionality are the hallmarks of 

great cities, and the City of Newport Beach has a �ne example 

of that in its new Civic Center.  Large or small, public facilities 

projects, public works projects and private development o�er 

�p�d�a���?�e�p�u���p�d�a���k�l�l�k�n�p�q�j�e�p�u���p�k���o�p�n�e�r�a���b�k�n���s�k�n�h�`�)�_�h�]�o�o���`�a�o�e�c�j�*�����>�u��

allowing for appropriate input by arts and design experts 

in the community at the earliest possible conceptual phases 

of public facilities and infrastructure planning, the City can 

ensure that its highest aspirations for the built environment 

are achieved.  These include everything from buildings to 

�l�h�]�u�c�n�k�q�j�`�� �a�m�q�e�l�i�a�j�p�(���b�n�k�i�� �s�]�u�)�|�j�`�e�j�c���]�j�`�� �e�j�p�a�n�l�n�a�p�e�r�a��

signage to bus shelters and park benches.

10.  Include aesthetic considerations in City processes 
which review and approve public and private 
development of the built environment.

NEXT STEPS: Review existing City 

planning approval processes to 

identify and establish appropriate 

means to ensure input by arts 

and design experts at the earliest 

possible conceptual stages.
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Newport Beach OASIS Senior Center
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Southern California Children’s Chorus
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Newport Theatre Arts Center

Newport Beach Film Festival

�N�a�o�e�`�a�j�p�� �]�n�p�o�� �l�n�k�b�a�o�o�e�k�j�]�h�o�� �a�t�l�n�a�o�o�a�`�� �]�� �o�p�n�k�j�c�� �`�a�o�e�n�a�� �p�k�� �o�p�]�u�� �e�j�r�k�h�r�a�`�� �e�j��

helping shape the arts and culture strategies within the recommendations 

that have been outlined on the previous pages.

Phase II of the Master Arts and Culture Plan would be as follows:

�)�� �A�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d�� �]�j�� �a�j�p�e�p�u�� �]�j�`�� �p�e�i�a�h�e�j�a�� �p�k�� �i�k�j�e�p�k�n�� �]�j�`�� �a�r�]�h�q�]�p�a�� �l�n�k�c�n�]�i�i�e�j�c�� �]�j�`��

protocol established through the Master Arts Plan. This will ensure that the vision is 

periodically updated to consider newly emerging art forms or shifting community 

needs/preferences. 

�)���?�k�j�r�a�j�a���o�l�a�_�e�|�_���p�]�o�g���b�k�n�_�a�o���p�k�c�a�p�d�a�n���s�e�p�d���=�n�p�o���?�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j���o�q�^�)�_�k�i�i�e�p�p�a�a�$�o�%���]�j�`��

key City sta� in a retreat to identify strategies, priorities and timeline to implement 

�p�d�a���N�a�_�k�i�i�a�j�`�]�p�e�k�j�o

�)���?�k�j�o�e�`�a�n���]�`�`�e�j�c���]�`���d�k�_���i�a�i�^�a�n�o���p�k���]���o�q�^�)�_�k�i�i�e�p�p�a�a���k�b���p�d�a���=�n�p�o���?�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j���e�j��

order to bene�t from community expertise.

�)�� �Q�o�a�� �i�e�j�e�)�o�q�n�r�a�u�o�� �]�p�� �]�h�h�� �_�e�p�u�� �]�n�p�o�� �]�j�`�� �_�q�h�p�q�n�a�� �a�r�a�j�p�o�� �]�_�n�k�o�o�� �]�h�h�� �`�a�l�]�n�p�i�a�j�p�o�� �p�k��

gather additional feedback where appropriate.

Next Steps
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“ Strong cultural institutions give 
people a sense of place, a sense 
of volunteerism, and promote 
tolerance and understanding.

”�)���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���N�a�o�e�`�a�j�p

�L�d�k�p�k���^�u���N�k�j���U�a�a



Recommended Short 
and Mid-term Action Steps
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IMMEDIATE & ON-GOING
�)���?�k�j�p�e�j�q�a���p�d�a���_�q�n�n�a�j�p���l�n�k�p�k�_�k�h���k�b���]�h�h�k�_�]�p�e�j�c���.�!���k�b���`�a�r�a�h�k�l�i�a�j�p���b�a�a�o���e�j�p�k���]�j���]�n�p�o���b�]�_�e�h�e�p�e�a�o��
   reserve fund to be applied to either the creation and support of new facilities or 
   refurbishing of existing arts facilities  [Recommendation 1 - Grow public funding]

�)���I�k�j�e�p�k�n�(���o�q�l�l�k�n�p���]�j�`���_�k�h�h�]�^�k�n�]�p�a���k�j���p�d�a���r�e�o�e�k�j���b�k�n���p�d�a���>�]�h�^�k�]���B�e�j�a���=�n�p�o���?�a�j�p�a�n��
    [Recommendation 7 - New creative space]

�)���?�k�h�h�]�^�k�n�]�p�a���]�_�n�k�o�o���`�a�l�]�n�p�i�a�j�p�o���p�k���e�j�_�h�q�`�a�����]�j�`���o�q�l�l�k�n�p���l�k�p�a�j�p�e�]�h���q�j�e�m�q�a���l�n�k�c�n�]�i�i�e�j�c��
   in City parks and beaches and evaluate infrastructure needs [Recommendation 8 - Animate 
   City parks and beaches]

�)���@�a�o�e�c�j�]�p�a���?�e�p�u���=�n�p�o���?�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j�a�n���]�o���]���h�e�]�e�o�k�j���s�d�k���s�e�h�h���a�r�]�h�q�]�p�a���o�p�n�]�p�a�c�e�_���k�l�l�k�n�p�q�j�e�p�e�a�o��
   and collaboration with private and public schools. [Recommendation 9 - Arts education]

�)���N�a�r�e�a�s���a�t�e�o�p�e�j�c���?�e�p�u���l�h�]�j�j�e�j�c���]�l�l�n�k�r�]�h���l�n�k�_�a�o�o�a�o���p�k���e�`�a�j�p�e�b�u���]�j�`���a�o�p�]�^�h�e�o�d���]�l�l�n�k�l�n�e�]�p�a��
   means to ensure input by arts & design experts at the earliest possible conceptual stages. 
   [Recommendation 10]

BY JANUARY, 2015
�)���L�n�e�k�n���p�k���p�d�a���.�,�-�1�)�-�2���|�o�_�]�h���u�a�]�n���^�q�`�c�a�p���l�n�k�_�a�o�o�(���b�k�n�i���]���p�]�o�g���b�k�n�_�a���p�k���n�a�r�e�a�s���p�d�a���?�e�p�u�"�o��
   current arts funding formulas and policies that can make recommendations for levels of 
   funding suitable to meet current needs and future aspirations. [Recommendation 1]

�)���N�a�r�e�o�a���]�j�`���l�k�o�p���p�d�a���k�n�e�c�e�j�]�h���N�B�L���p�k���|�h�h���p�d�a���n�k�h�a���k�b���]���b�q�h�h���p�e�i�a���?�q�h�p�q�n�]�h���=�n�p�o���I�]�j�]�c�a�n����
   [Recommendation 2 - Sta�ing]

�)���>�q�`�c�a�p���q�l���p�k��� �0�,�(�,�,�,���r�]�h�q�a���l�a�n���u�a�]�n���b�k�n���e�j�)�g�e�j�`���n�a�o�k�q�n�_�a���]�h�h�k�_�]�p�e�k�j�o���b�k�n���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d��
�������]�j�`���_�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u���]�n�p�o���k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�o�*���A�t�]�i�l�h�a�o���k�b���e�j�)�g�e�j�`���]�h�h�k�_�]�p�e�k�j�o���s�e�h�h���e�j�_�h�q�`�a���b�n�a�a���k�n��
   reduced fee use of public facilities, equipment and service personnel as well as signage 
   and marketing, and permit waivers.  [Recommendation 3 - City policy]

�)���=�h�h�k�_�]�p�a���n�a�o�k�q�n�_�a�o���p�k���_�k�j�`�q�_�p���]���b�a�]�o�e�^�e�h�e�p�u���k�b���]�r�]�e�h�]�^�h�a���h�]�j�`���b�k�n���]���/�1�,�)�o�a�]�p���r�a�j�q�a��
   [Recommendation 7 - New creative space]

�)���N�a�r�e�a�s���j�a�a�`���b�k�n���]���?�n�a�]�p�e�r�a���P�a�a�j���?�a�j�p�a�n���s�e�p�d���?�k�i�i�q�j�e�p�u���O�a�n�r�e�_�a�o��[Recommendation 7]
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BY MARCH, 2015
�)���@�a�r�a�h�k�l���]�j���N�B�L���b�k�n���]�j���]�n�p�o���_�k�j�o�q�h�p�]�j�p���p�k���^�a�c�e�j���e�i�l�h�a�i�a�j�p�]�p�e�k�j���k�b���p�d�e�o���l�h�]�j���s�k�n�g�e�j�c���e�j��
   conjunction with the Cultural Arts manager and the City Arts Commission, budgeting up 
�������p�k��� �3�1�(�,�,�,���k�r�a�n���]���/�)�u�a�]�n���l�a�n�e�k�`��[Recommendation 2 - Sta�ing]

�)���?�k�j�`�q�_�p���]���j�a�a�`�o���]�o�o�a�o�o�i�a�j�p���k�b���k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�o���p�d�]�p���s�k�q�h�`���q�o�a���]���j�a�s���/�1�,���o�a�]�p���}�a�t�e�^�h�a���r�a�j�q�a��
   [Recommendation 7 - New creative space]

BY MAY, 2015
�)���B�k�n�i���]���o�q�^�)�_�k�i�i�e�p�p�a�a���k�b���p�d�a���]�n�p�o���_�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j���p�k�c�a�p�d�a�n���s�e�p�d���h�k�_�]�h���i�]�n�g�a�p�e�j�c���l�n�k�b�a�o�o�e�k�j�]�h�o��
    to recommend marketing and communications strategies  [Recommendation 4 – 21st century 
   Communication Plan]

BY JUNE, 2015
�)���N�a�r�e�a�s���a�t�e�o�p�e�j�c���l�q�^�h�e�_���]�n�p���l�k�h�e�_�u���]�j�`���q�l�`�]�p�a���]�o���j�a�a�`�a�`����[Recommendation 6 - Public Art 
   Policy]

�)���N�a�o�q�i�a���=�n�p�o���?�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j���o�e�p�a���o�q�e�p�]�^�e�h�e�p�u���_�k�i�i�e�p�p�a�a���s�k�n�g���p�k���e�`�a�j�p�e�b�u���]�h�h���_�e�p�u���k�s�j�a�`���r�a�j�q�a�o��
    appropriate for exhibition or installation of art. [Recommendation 6 - Public Art Policy]

�)���?�k�j�r�a�j�a���J�a�s�l�k�n�p���>�a�]�_�d���=�n�p�o���k�n�c�]�j�e�v�]�p�e�k�j�o���p�k���d�a�h�l���e�j�b�k�n�i���l�n�k�c�n�]�i���l�h�]�j���]�j�`���_�n�a�]�p�a���]��
    steering committee.  [Recommendation 5- Multi-faceted Program Plan]

�)�D�k�h�`���]���n�a�p�n�a�]�p���b�k�n���=�n�p�o���?�k�i�i�e�o�o�e�k�j�a�n�o���p�k���l�n�e�k�n�e�p�e�v�a���]�j�`���o�d�]�l�a���`�a�p�]�e�h�o���k�b���]���/�)�u�a�]�n���l�n�k�c�n�]�i��
    plan.  [Recommendation 5- Multi-faceted Program Plan]

BY NOVEMBER, 2015
�)���=�j�j�q�]�h���N�a�r�e�a�s���k�b���O�p�n�]�p�a�c�e�_���=�n�p�o���]�j�`���?�q�h�p�q�n�a���L�h�]�j



�=�n�p�o�� �K�n�]�j�c�a�� �?�k�q�j�p�u�� �$�=�n�p�o�� �K�?�%�� �e�o�� �p�d�a�� �j�k�j�)�l�n�k�|�p�(�� �_�k�q�j�p�u�)�s�e�`�a�� �]�n�p�o�� �_�k�q�j�_�e�h�� �k�b�� �K�n�]�j�c�a��

�?�k�q�j�p�u�(���?�]�h�e�b�k�n�j�e�]�*�����E�p���d�]�o���o�a�n�r�a�`���]�o���p�d�a���k�{�e�_�e�]�h���h�k�_�]�h���]�n�p�o���]�c�a�j�_�u���]�j�`���o�p�]�p�a�)�h�k�_�]�h���l�]�n�p�j�a�n���k�b��

�p�d�a���?�k�q�j�p�u���k�b���K�n�]�j�c�a���o�e�j�_�a���-�5�5�1�*�����E�p�o���i�e�o�o�e�k�j���e�o���p�k���^�a���p�d�a���h�a�]�`�a�n���e�j���^�q�e�h�`�e�j�c���]�l�l�n�a�_�e�]�p�e�k�j���k�b�(��

participation in, and support for the arts and arts education throughout Orange County.  

Arts OC serves as a resource and advocate for the arts community, as a catalyst for 

leadership on arts issues, and as a sponsor of programs and services which enhance public 

awareness of arts activities and promote the development of the arts and arts education.

�N�e�_�d�]�n�`���O�p�a�e�j�(���A�t�a�_�q�p�e�r�a���@�e�n�a�_�p�k�n

�L�]�p���S�]�u�j�a�(���@�a�l�q�p�u���@�e�n�a�_�p�k�n

Kristina Colby, Program Coordinator

�G�]�n�a�j���=�d�k�h�]�(���@�a�r�a�h�k�l�i�a�j�p���?�k�j�o�q�h�p�]�j�p

�F�]�i�e�a���I�_�=�j�`�n�a�s�o�(���O�p�q�`�a�j�p���?�k�j�o�q�h�p�]�j�p�(���?�h�]�n�a�i�k�j�p���C�n�]�`�q�]�p�a���Q�j�e�r�a�n�o�e�p�u

About the Consultant

Arts Orange County

�/�3�/�,���O�*���O�q�o�]�j���O�p�n�a�a�p�(���O�q�e�p�a���-�,�,�(���O�]�j�p�]���=�j�]�(���?�=�����5�.�3�,�0

�=�n�p�o�K�?�*�k�n�c�����x���3�-�0�*�1�1�2�*�1�-�2�,�����x�����e�j�b�k�<�]�n�p�o�k�_�*�k�n�c

“ All children are artists. The problem is how 
to remain an artist once they grow up.”�)���L�]�^�h�k���L�e�_�]�o�o�k

Page 41 |  Newport Beach Master Arts & Culture Plan Newport Beach Master Arts & Culture Plan |  Page 42

Newport Beach Imagination Celebration





Newport Beach 
Master Arts & Culture Plan

November 25, 2014

Appendix
A A-1  Newport Beach General Plan, Chapter 9, Arts and Cultural Element

 A-2 Council Policy – I-9: Art in Public Places

 A-3    Council Policy – I-10: Financial support for Arts and Culture

 A-4    Council Policy – I-11: Donation of Art to City of Newport Beach

 A-5    Council Policy – I-13: Public Art and Cultural Facilities Policy

B B-1 Participants in Stakeholder Interviews and Focus Groups

 B-2 Public Survey Data

 B-3 Public Forum Data

C C-1 Newport Beach arts organizations re�ected in Economic Impact data

 C-2 Creative Industries in Newport Beach (Dun and Bradstreet)

D D-1 Primary Assets

 D-2 Potential Partners

 D-3 Current & Potential Venues

E E-1 Arts and Culture Coordinator Job Description (November 2013) 

 E-2 Examples from other cities of Arts Sta�ing Levels

F  Newport Beach Cultural Arts Guide (2004) 

G  Arts Commission Art Site Suitability Ad Hoc Committee Report May 2014

H  Newport-Mesa Uni�ed School District: Strategic Arts Plan 

I  Balboa Village Theatre Potential Audience Survey Report



Appendix A
 A-1  Newport Beach General Plan, Chapter 9, 
   Arts and Cultural Element

 A-2  Council Policy – I-9: 
   Art in Public Places

 A-3      Council Policy – I-10: 
   Financial support for Arts and Culture

 A-4      Council Policy – I-11: 
     Donation of Art to City of Newport Beach

 A-5      Council Policy – I-13: 
   Public Art and Cultural Facilities Policy



 

CHAPTER 9Arts and Cultural Element 

Newport Beach Master Arts & Culture Plan   |  APPENDIX :  A-1  |  Page 1 of 7
A r t s  a n d  C u l t u r a l  E l e m e n t  

N e w p o r t  B e a c h  G e n e r a l  P l a n  9-2 

 

ARTS AND 
An Active and Vital Arts 

Introduction

Arts and cultural activities play an important role in community life and have been a valued 
component of Newport Beach for over 125 years. Newport Beach has a wide range of art and cultural 
organizations, resources, attractions, and activities that are a source of community pride and 
enrichment. These achievements have evolved over time and have been the result of the dedication 
and involvement of numerous individuals, groups, and organizations. However, without intervention, 
coordination, preservation and promotion, art and cultural activities and resources can easily be lost 
through destruction, indifference, or through unintended land use decisions or policies. 

The goals and policies of the Arts and Culture Chapter are intended to be a guide for meeting the 
future cultural needs of the community. Future challenges in Newport Beach require maximizing the 
community’s cultural arts potential by coordinating with various community groups, businesses, 
agencies, citizens and the City to create an active and cohesive cultural and arts programs. The 
Chapter is intended to serve as a mechanism for integrating these resources in order to provide 
improved and expanded arts and cultural facilities and programs to the community. 
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A r t s  a n d  C u l t u r a l  E l e m e n t  

N e w p o r t  B e a c h  G e n e r a l  P l a n  9-3

Community Organizations and Programs 

CULTURAL ARTS ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS 
Newport Beach’s nonprofit arts community includes a broad array of organizations, and a substantial 
number of arts programs and activities. There is a diverse range of artistic disciplines and a strong 
focus on programs for children and youth. Through its grant program, the City of Newport Beach 
distributes funds to arts organizations on a yearly basis, which enables them to expand their cultural 
programs offered in the community. Through its Department of Recreation and Senior Services, the 
City also provides year-round educational programs for adults and children in music, dance, arts and 
crafts, and drama. 

Newport Beach’s arts community also contains various private and nonprofit arts organizations and 
arts groups. These groups include the Newport Beach Film Festival, Newport Theatre Arts Center, 
Baroque Music Festival, Newport Beach Arts Foundation, and the Newport Beach Theatre Company. 

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH ARTS COMMISSION 
The City of Newport Beach Arts Commission acts in an advisory capacity to the City Council on all 
matters pertaining to artistic, aesthetic, and cultural aspects of the City. Established in 1972, as the 
Newport Beach Arts Committee and in 1974 in the City Charter as the Newport Beach City Arts 
Commission, the Commission recommends to the City Council ordinances, rules, and regulations as it 
may deem necessary for the administration and preservation of the arts, performing arts, and 
historical, aesthetic, and cultural aspects of the community. 

The Arts Commission, working with staff in the Cultural Arts Office, provides free or low-cost 
programs for cultural enrichment including temporary art exhibits at City Hall and the Central Library, 
juried art exhibitions, permanent art collections for City facilities, summer concert in the park series, 
arts lectures for the public, cultural festivals, and performances, educational seminars and workshops. 

The Arts Commission also participates in the designation of historical landmarks, and reviews design 
elements for public sculpture, fountains, murals, benches, and other fixtures. 

CULTURAL ELEMENT 
and Cultural Community 
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A r t s  a n d  C u l t u r a l  E l e m e n t  

N e w p o r t  B e a c h  G e n e r a l  P l a n  9-4 

PERFORMING AND VISUAL 
ARTS FACILITIES 
The primary performing arts facilities in Newport 
Beach are those that are associated with local 
cultural arts organizations and programs. They 
include the Newport Theatre Arts Center and the 
Orange County Museum of Art, which has an 
auditorium that seats 120 people. Local schools 
have auditoriums and other facilities that can be 
used as performing arts spaces, such as Loats 
Auditorium at Newport Harbor High School. In 
addition, the Balboa Performing Arts Theater 
Foundation has plans to rebuild the historic 
Balboa Theater in Balboa Village which will seat 
approximately 350 people. 

Civic facilities in Newport Beach, such as the 
library and City Hall, have exhibition spaces that display the work of local artists. The Central Library 
visual arts gallery displays different exhibitions of local artists bi-monthly. The library also hosts a 
variety of programs for adults, including Sunday musicals, art exhibitions, author appearances, lecture 
series, book discussions, and Internet workshops. 

MUSEUMS
In addition to the numerous galleries throughout the City, Newport Beach is also home to a variety of 
museums. Located in Newport Center, the Orange County Museum of Art features modern and 
contemporary art. The museum houses a permanent collection of paintings, sculpture, photography, 
and changing installations, all documenting California’s artistic heritage. 

The Newport Harbor Nautical Museum focuses on industrial and 
recreational history and features local photographs, artifacts, and 
memorabilia. Sherman Library for California History, located in 
Corona del Mar, features detailed exhibits on the history of the 
Pacific southwest, as well as a public garden. 

The Newport Sports Collection Museum, located in Newport 
Center offers several educational programs to motivate youth to 
stay in school and be active in athletics. 

EVENTS AND FESTIVALS 
Various festivals and events occur throughout the year in 
Newport Beach. Some of these attractions include the Newport 
Beach Jazz festival, Concerts in the Parks hosted by the City Arts 
Commission, Newport Beach Festival of the Arts, Shakespeare by 
the Sea, Balboa Island Art Walk, Southern California Plein Air 

Nakayoshi—Good Friends. Located in front of the Central Library, this 
Japanese friendship statue was a gift from Newport Beach’s sister City 
Okazaki, Japan. It depicts two children embracing and sits on a large granite
base with a plaque describing the piece and declaring the citizens of 
Newport Beach and Okazaki as friends. 

 
Newport Beach Film Festival 
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A r t s  a n d  C u l t u r a l  E l e m e n t  

N e w p o r t  B e a c h  G e n e r a l  P l a n  9-5

Painter’s Association (SoCalPAPA), yearly Sandcastle contest, the countywide Imagination 
Celebration, and the Newport Beach Film Festival. 

LIBRARIES
The Newport Beach Public Library system consists of a Central Library and three branches that 
provide a permanent collection of books, periodicals and other materials in addition to hosting events, 
lectures, educational programs and other community enrichment activities. The Central Library is 
located at 1000 Avocado Avenue and the branch libraries are located in Corona del Mar and the 
Balboa Peninsula. The Mariners Library branch, which includes shared use with the Mariners 
Elementary School, opened in April 2006. 

As of 2006, four libraries serve 84,098 active borrowers and circulate 1,475,025 items annually. Many 
resources are also available through specialized databases licensed to the Newport Beach Public 
Library, and with a library account, can be accessed from remote locations 24 hours a day. 

Goals and Policies 

Participation in Culture and Arts 

Goal

CA 1 
Active and vital arts, cultural, and literary activities and programs that enrich the community. 

Policies

CA 1.1  Public Projects 

Encourage the incorporation of public art into major public projects that 
enhance the City’s community character as well as its built environment, 
through public art donations, and working with local artists, students, and 
community groups to create public art projects. (Imp, 23.3, 29.2) 

CA 1.2  Private Projects 

Encourage the incorporation of public art into larger commercial projects that 
enhance the City’s community character as well as its built environment. (Imp 2.1) 

CA 1.3  Promotion of Cultural Arts 

Build public awareness and encourage participation in the City’s arts, cultural, 
and literary activities. (Imp 29.1) 
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CA 1.4  Events and Programs 

Encourage the continuation and expansion of cultural arts events and programs 
such as those at the Orange County Museum of Art, Newport Theatre Arts 
Center and Balboa Theater, as well as festivals, seminars, workshops, concerts in 
the parks, and community cultural festivals. (Imp 29.1) 

CA 1.5  Arts Education 

Partner with the community to encourage and strengthen arts education for 
children, youth, adults and seniors in the City. (Imp 29.1) 

Provision of Physical Facilities 

Goal

CA 2 
Adequate physical facilities and venues that support cultural art and literary programs. 

Policies

CA 2.1  Shared Venues 

Explore opportunities to accommodate current or emerging cultural arts 
programs within existing and new facilities by working with community groups 
for sharing of performance and exhibit space and considering the potential for 
new facilities. (Imp 9.1, 29.1, 29.2) 

CA 2.2  Theaters 

Maintain the Newport Theatre Arts Center and encourage rebuilding of the 
Balboa Theater. (Imp 9.1, 29.1, 29.2) 

CA 2.3  Library Facilities 

Improve and enhance existing library facilities, collections, and computer 
facilities. (Imp 23.2) 

Funding

Goal

CA 3 
Establish a broad range of public and private funding sources to support cultural arts goals and 
activities. 
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Policies

CA 3.1  Public and Private Sources 

Support the efforts of non-profit, private and community organizations to apply 
for public and private grants and promote donations to support art, cultural, and 
literary activities. (Imp 29.1, 29.2) 

CA 3.2  Volunteer Opportunities 

Promote and support volunteer opportunities for public involvement in arts, 
cultural, and literary programs and events. (Imp 29.1, 29.2) 

CA 3.3  Additional Resources 

Utilize cultural resources outside of Newport Beach. Continue to promote the 
Newport Beach Sister City Association and other cultural exchange programs. 
(Imp 29.1, 29.2) 

CA 3.4  Cultural Tourism 

Promote cultural tourism in Newport Beach to attract visitors and tourists 
interested in cultural events. (Imp 29.1, 29.1) 

CA 3.5  Funding 

Provide funding for the arts in Newport Beach. (Imp 29.2) 
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PUBLIC ARTS AND CULTURAL FACILITIES FUND  
 
 
A. Purpose: The City of Newport Beach recognizes the importance and desirability 

of a city-wide public art and cultural facilities program that includes a funding 
source for the acquisition and maintenance of permanent art structures and 
installations in public places throughout the City including support of capital 
construction programs and cultural facilities (collectively referred to herein as 
“Public Art”).   
 

B. Intent:  The City Council desires to establish a funding source for the acquisition, 
installation, management and maintenance of Public Art without adopting or 
imposing new fees or charges.  The City Council therefore hereby establishes the 
Public Arts and Cultural Facilities Fund and by approval of this policy expresses 
its intent that Public Art in the City be funded by appropriations and deposits 
into the Public Art and Cultural Facilities Fund.  
 

C. Public Art and Cultural Facilities Fund:  The Public Art and Cultural Facilities 
Fund is the identified funding source for Public Art.  With the adoption of this 
policy, City Council establishes its intent to deposit into the Public Art and 
Cultural Facilities Fund an amount equal to 2% of the unallocated public benefit 
fees received by the City after the date of adoption of this policy pursuant to 
Development Agreements approved by the City.  The allocation of Development 
Agreement revenues shall be confirmed by the City Council concurrent with its 
approval of the City’s annual budget for the fiscal year in which pub lic benefit 
fees are anticipated to be received.  
 
To provide for a future stream of funding, the City Council also desires that a 
contribution to the Public Art and Cultural Facilities Fund be included as a 
component of any public benefit fees negotiated pursuant to Chapter 15.45 of the 
City’s Municipal Code (Developer Agreements) and approved by City Council 
subsequent to the date of adoption of this policy, as the same may be amended 
from time to time.  
 
In addition, all monies earmarked for deposit into  the Public Art and Cultural 
Facilities Fund including, but not limited to, monies received by the City from 
private individuals, corporate and foundation donations, government grants and 
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special appropriations shall be deposited into the Public Art and Cu ltural 
Facilities Fund. 
 

D. Administration of the Public Art and Cultural Facilities Fund:   The Public Art 
and Cultural Facilities Fund shall be maintained separate from all other City 
funds.  Funds may be withdrawn from the Public Art and Cultural Facilit ies 
Fund following the receipt of Development Agreement revenue and deposit into 
the Public Art and Cultural Facilities Fund.  The City Council shall review and 
approve all expenditures of the Public Art and Cultural Facilities Fund.   Prior to 
approving an expenditure on a work of Public Art, the City Council shall obtain 
a recommendation from the City’s Arts Commission and City staff as to the 
proposed Public Art’s consistency with this policy.  In addition, from time to 
time, City staff and the Arts Commission may:  

 
1. Identify and assess potential Public Art projects and locations; 
2. Recommend to the City Council funding for the capital construction, 

expansion or enhancement of permanent arts and cultural facilities, 
museums, historical sites, theaters or performance spaces;  

3.  Confer with other Boards and Commissions that may be impacted by the 
recommended list of Public Art projects; 

4. Make appropriate recommendations to City Council; 
5. Participate in the selection of artists for Public Art; 
6. Plan and oversee the artistic design process; and 
7. Work with appropriate City Departments to ensure correct installation 

and long-term maintenance and conservation of the Public Art. 
 

E. Other Considerations :  The following criteria shall be considered pri or to 
approval of a Public Art project or authorization of an expenditure of the Public 
Art and Cultural Facilities Fund: 

 
1. The aesthetic concept, quality, scale, and form of the work of art, and its 

appropriateness for the site; 
2. A site that is easily visible and/or accessible to the general public; 
3. The experience, skill and ability of the artist to produce the work of art; 
4. The proper medium for the work of art, considering durability against 

vandalism, theft and weather, and the safety of the viewer;  
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5. The cost for the City to acquire, install, insure and maintain the work of 
art;  

6. The degree to which the facility will provide cultural enrichment, 
historical understanding, educational value, or facilitate performance art;  

7. The value of the proposed facility in the economic, cultural or 
neighborhood revitalization of the City and the particular neighborhood 
of the proposed facility; and 

8. The value of the improvement in enhancing Newport Beach as an arts 
and/or cultural destination. 

 
Adopted �² March 26, 2013 
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City of Newport Beach - Elected O�icials*
Ed Selich, Mayor Pro Tem
Keith Curry, City Council
Nancy Gardner, City Council
Mike Henn, City Council
Tony Petros, City Council
*As of November 1, 2014

City of Newport Beach - Sta�
Dave Ki�, City Manager
Terri Cassidy, Assistant City Manager
Kim Brandt, Community Development Director
Laura Detweiler, Recreation and Senior 
 Services Director
Tim Hetherton, Library Services Director
David Webb, Public Works Director
Celeste Jardine-Haug, Senior Services Manager
Dave Curtis, Library Services Manager
Janet Cates, Recreation Manager

Newport Beach Arts Foundation
Carmen Smith, President
Lilah Crespin
Marie Marston

INTERVIEW & FOCUS GROUP PARTICIPANTS
Many thanks to the following individuals who participated 

in the individual stakeholder process or focus groups:

Mayor’s Youth Council
Daniel Ginsberg
Arthur Pescan
Garrett Schwab
Albert Szabo
Elin Wolker
Heather Feibleman
Jaclyn Martin

Community Leaders & Representatives
Marian Bergeson, former State Senator
Robyn Grant, Library board & past Arts Comm.
Mark Hilbert, Hilbert Properties
Mary Lyons, Arts Philanthropist
Rich Messenger, St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church
Kay Mortenson, Arts Philanthropist
Thomas Nielsen, Arts Philanthropist
Janet Ray, Arts Philanthropist
Kirwan Rockefeller, past Arts Commissioner
Alison Ryfel, Balboa Village
Elizabeth Stahr, Arts Philanthropist
Jill Johnson Tucker, Library board
Liz Torelli, Corona del Mar Homeowners Assoc.
Rev. Cindy Voorhees, St. James Church
Dan Wampole, Newport Ridge Master Assoc.
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Arts & Culture Organizations
Steve Beazley, Balboa Performing Arts Theatre 
 Foundation
Pat Bril, Baroque Music Festival, Corona del Mar
Jonathan Burke, Laguna College of Art + Design
Dan Cameron, Orange County Museum of Art
Rae Cohen, Newport Theatre Arts Center
Dave Colley, Newport Theatre Arts Center
John Forsyte, Paci�c Symphony Orchestra
Heather Humphries, Newport Beach Hyatt
Elizabeth Kent, Seaside Musical Theatre
David Michael Lee, Coastline Art Gallery
Joseph S. Lewis III, Claire Trevor School of the 
 Arts, University of California, Irvine
Fred Page, Grace Lane Gallery
Tom Pollock, ExplorOcean
Todd Quartararo, Newport Beach Film Festival
Gregg Schwenck, Newport Beach Film Festival
Paula Tomei, South Coast Repertory 
Paul Wormser, Sherman Library and Gardens

INTERVIEW & FOCUS GROUP PARTICIPANTS
Many thanks to the following individuals who participated 

in the individual stakeholder process or focus groups:

Business Leaders
Toni Alexander, Inter Communications Inc.
Barbara Edison, The Island Hotel
Rob Elliot, Elliot Collaborative
Diana Ghoukassian, Bistango Restuarant
Wing Lam, Wahoo’s Fish Tacos
Dan Miller, The Irvine Company
Nina Robinson, Hoag Memorial Hospital
Steve Rosansky, Newport Beach Chamber of 
 Commerce
Sindi Schwartz, Muldoon’s Irish Pub
Gary Sherwin, Newport Beach Tourism Council
Gerald Solomon, Samueli Foundation
Michele Townsend, Paci�c Life Foundation 

Arts Education Leaders
Lisa Albert, Parent
Kelly Bishop, Orange County Museum of Art
Pam Blaine, Paci�c Symphony Orchestra
Terry Brudnak, Corona del Mar High School
Leslie Feibleman, Newport Beach Film Festival
Scott Fitzpatrick, Newport-Mesa Uni�ed 
 School District
Molly Pontin, Paci�c Chorale
Claire Rat�eld, Educator
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���&�����F�F�N���!�&���!�.�!���-���$�+���*���+�(�'�&���������,�'���,� �����+�-�*�.���1�7���
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Overall how important would you say arts, culture, and heritage are in your life?

Over the course of a typical year, how often would you say that you seek out 
arts/cultural events or arts/culture classes to participate in?

�	�"�)�����"���*�"�'�����!�������������!���&���������$�&�%��
�� �
�&�������/�(�'�*�,����������� �5�����!�,�!�2���&�+���(���*�,�!���!�(���,�����!�&�����*�,�+�����&�������-�$�,�-�*���������,�!�.�!�,�!���+���%�'�+�,���'���,���&�����,���,� �������!���*���*�1�5�����,��������

�����*�#�<�'�-�,���'�'�*�+�5���!�&���,� ���!�*���'�/�&��� �'�%���+���'�*���������'�%�%�-�&�!�,�1�������&�,���*�7��
�� ���-�,�+�!�������'���������/�(�'�*�,����������� �����*���)�-���&�,���(���*�,�!���!�(���,�!�'�&���'�����-�*�+�����,�����'�*�%���$���,� �����,�*���+���'�*�����'�&�����*�,��� ���$�$�+�5�������$�$���*�!���+�5���%�-�+���-�%�+��

���&�������'�$�$�������+�7��
��

Where do you most frequently part ic ipate in arts, cul ture, and heri tage events? 
(ei ther in Newport Beach or elsewhere) 

Answer Options 
Newport 
Beach 

Outside of 
Newport 
Beach 

NA 

Library 77 6 11 
Park or outdoor setting 50 39 12 
My home or someone else's home 45 29 19 
Communiity/neighborhood center 44 26 18 
Bookstore 43 28 20 
Coffee shop, restaurant, bar or night club 37 43 18 
Museum 36 90 3 
Gallery 35 72 7 
School or college 30 55 15 
Formal theatre or concert hall 29 90 3 
Place of worship 27 18 39 
Workplace 15 15 36 

  
��
���"�%�&���#���$�&�������#���&���������!���&�����%���������!���%�2�"�!�����$�����&���(���������&���(���&�����%�-����
�� ���!�,���*���*�1�����*�,�+�6���������������'�'�#�+�5���/�*�!�,�����(�'���,�*�1�5�����*�����,�!�.�����/�*�!�,�!�&����
�� ��� �'�,�'���*���(� �1�6�������#�����(� �'�,�'�+�5���%���#�����.�!�����'�+��
�� ���-�$�!�&���*�1�����*�,�+�6�����*���(���*�����,�*�����!�,�!�'�&���$�����'�'���+�5�����'�'�#�!�&�������$���+�+���+��
��
��� �!�+�������,�����.���$�!�����,���+���,� �����!�%�(�'�*�,���&�������'�����,� �����$�!�,���*���*�1�����*�,�+�����&�����,� �����+�-�������+�+���'�����,� �������!���*���*�1���!�&���'�������*�!�&�����%�����&�!�&�����-�$��
�(�*�'���*���%�%�!�&���7�����	�'�/���.���*�5���,� �!�+�����$�+�'���+�����%�+���,�'���!�&���!�����,�������!�,� ���*�������$�����#���'�����!�&�,���*���+�,���'�*�������$�����#���'�����'�(�(�'�*�,�-�&�!�,�1���,�'���,���#���������-�$�,��
���$���+�+���+���!�&���(�*�����,�!���!�&�������*�,�+�����!�+���!�(�$�!�&���+���$�!�#�����%�-�+�!���5���,� �����,�*���5�������&�����5���.�!�+�-���$�����*�,�+�����&�������*�����,�+�7��

��
In a typical year, how often do you or family take part in the fol lowing hands-on art act iv i t ies ei ther 
on your own or in a class? 

Answer Options 
As often as 

I can 
2-5 times a 

year 
Once in a 

whi le Never 

Read books, write poetry or creative writing 77 11 14 4 
Take photographs or make videos 51 18 19 15 
Prepare traditional foods, cooking classes 32 17 35 16 
Play an instrument, take music classes, write music, 
sing in a chorus 23 6 23 47 

Take arts classes in drawing, painting, ceramics 17 9 27 47 
Collect, document or research historic items or 
properties 

15 12 24 47 

Make crafts i.e. quilting, sewing, knitting 15 11 28 46 
Dance, take dance lessons, do social dancing 9 12 24 56 
Act, make costumes, build sets, direct, drama 
classes 7 4 23 65 

  
��
��
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�� �������,� �������������*�,�+���'�*�����&�!�2���,�!�'�&�+���$�!�+�,�����5���*���+�(�'�&�����&�,�+���/���*�����%�'�+�,�������%�!�$�!���*���/�!�,� ���,� ���������/�(�'�*�,����������� �����*�,�����0� �!���!�,�!�'�&�5��

���!�.�!���������&�,���*�����-�%�%���*�����'�&�����*�,�������*�!���+�����&�����,� ���������/�(�'�*�,����������� �����!�$�%�������+�,�!�.���$�7��
�� ��� ���1���/���*�����$�����+�,�������%�!�$�!���*���/�!�,� ���,� ���������*�'�)�-�����
�-�+�!���������+�,�!�.���$�5�������/�(�'�*�,����� �����,�*�������*�,�+�������&�,���*�5�����&������� ���#���+�(�����*�������1��

�,� �����������7��
��
How would you rate your involvement with the fol lowing Newport Beach arts & culture 
organizations: 

Answer Options Subscriber 
or Donor 

Visi t  
regularly 

Visi t  once 
in a whi le 

Totals 

Orange County Museum of Art 11 13 54 78 
Sherman Library and Gardens 6 11 55 72 
Newport Beach Film Festival 14 20 34 68 
Library Author Lectures 20 11 35 66 
Newport Beach Art Exhibition 4 22 29 55 
Civic Center Summer Concert Series 1 18 35 54 
Newport Hyatt Jazz Concerts/Festival 0 8 32 40 
ExplorOcean (Newport Harbor Nautical Museum) 2 8 23 33 
Newport Theatre Arts Center 2 3 25 29 
Shakespeare by the Sea 0 10 17 27 
Baroque Music Festival 6 1 11 18 

  
��

�	�"�)�����"���*�"�'�������!���������"�'�&���&���������$�&�%�,��

��� ���������,�����+�-�������+�,�+���,� �������*�'�/�!�&�����-�+�����'�����,����� �&�'�$�'���1���,�'�����!�+���'�.���*�����*�,�+�����&�������-�$�,�-�*�����'�(�(�'�*�,�-�&�!�,�!���+�7����
�� ���%���!�$���&�'�,�!�����+���>���K�N�Q��
�� �����/�+�(���(���*���=���K�L�Q��
�� ���'�*�����'�����%�'�-�,� ���=���K�K�Q��
�� ���&�$�!�&�����+�����*��� ���+���=���J�L�Q��
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��
��� �����,�'�(���H���*�����+�'�&�+���#�����(�!�&�����,� ���%�����*�'�%�����,�,���&���!�&�����%�'�*�������*�,�+�����&�������-�$�,�-�*�������.���&�,�+���!�+���,� ���,���,� ���1���������$���,� ���*�����!�+�������$�����#���'����
�+�-�����!���!���&�,���!�&���'�*�%���,�!�'�&���'�*�����'�%�%�-�&�!�����,�!�'�&�5���'�*���,� ���,���,� ���1���+�����#�������,�,���*���)�-���$�!�,�1���'�������*�!�&���+�5�����&�����%�'�*�����!�&�,���*���+�,�!�&�������*�,�+�����&����
���-�$�,�-�*������� �'�!�����+�7�����'�'�������&�������*�!�&�#�����.���!�$�����!�$�!�,�1�����,�����.���&�,�+���/���+��� �!��� �$�!��� �,���������+���/���$�$���!�&�����!�������*���&�,�����'�&�,���0�,�+�7��
��
What might encourage you to attend arts, cul ture and heri tage activi t ies 
in Newport Beach more often than you do now? Check al l  that apply.  

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Better information/communication about the event details 56.4% 
Better quality offerings 54.5% 
More interesting arts and culture choices 54.5% 
Better parking 29.1% 
More events that combine the outdoors with arts and culture 35.5% 
Improved facilities 30.9% 
Discounts or lower ticket costs 26.4% 
Activities and events that are closer to my home 21.8% 
Better customer service or feeling more welcome 12.7% 

��
��
�	�"�)���&���������$�&�%�������!�����"�%���&���(�����*���
� �#�����&���
���)�#�"�$�&�������������-��
��
�����+�!�����&�,�+���������$���,� ���,���,� �����%�'�+�,���!�%�(�'�*�,���&�,���!�%�(�����,���'�������*�,�+�����&�������-�$�,�-�*�����!�&�������/�(�'�*�,����������� �����*���6��

�� �
���#���������/�(�'�*�,����������� �����&�����.���&���%�'�*���������+�!�*�����$�����(�$���������,�'���$�!�.�������&�����/�'�*�#��
�� ���*�'�.�!�������+�����������&����� �����$�,� �1�������,�!�.�!�,�!���+�����'�*���1�'�-�,� �5�����&�������!�&�����,� ���%���!�&�����*�����,�!�.�����(�*�����,�!���������&�����$�!�������+�#�!�$�$�+��
�� ���*�!�&�����(���'�(�$�����,�'�����,� ���*���,�'���+� ���*�������*�����,�!�.�����(�*�����,�!���������&�����!�������+��
�� ���&���'�-�*��������� �����$�,� �1�������.���$�'�(�%���&�,�����&�����-�&�!�)�-�����(���*�+�'�&���$�!�,�!���+���'�����&���!��� ���'�*� �'�'���+��
�� ���,�!�%�-�$���,�����!�&�&�'�.���,�!�'�&�����&�����&���/���!�������+��

��
As you read the fol lowing statements below about what arts and culture would be able to do in the ci ty of 
Newport Beach, rate their importance to you using a scale of 1-5.  (5 being very important to you and 1 
being not important) 

Answer Options 5 4 3 2 1 
Rating 

Average 

Stimulate innovation and new ideas 52 13 18 9 6 3.98 
Make Newport Beach an even more desirable place to live and work 46 8 21 10 11 3.71 
Provide safe and healthy activities for our youth 46 18 14 14 5 3.89 
Engage the youth of Newport Beach in creative practice and life skills 43 22 16 11 3 3.96 
Bring people together to safely express and share creative ideas or 
practice 42 18 20 10 6 3.83 

Awaken the personal creativity of our city residents 41 21 12 12 10 3.74 
Help to promote good citizenship and civic engagement 39 19 23 9 7 3.76 
Encourage healthy development and unique personalities of 
neighborhoods 

30 26 23 11 6 3.66 

Contribute to Newport Beach's economic prosperity 30 25 16 12 14 3.46 
Honor and celebrate ethnic identity and diversity 29 17 19 15 16 3.29 
Attract tourism to our region 22 11 22 10 29 2.86 
��
��
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�����&�,���*���/� ���*�����,� �������'�%�%�-�&�!�,�1�������&�������,� ���*���,�'�����%���*�����������&���������$�����*���,�����,� �������*�,�+�7���	���$�(���,� �������!�,�1�������.���$�'�(���(�*�'���*���%�+���'����
�!�&�,���*���+�,���,�'���,� �������'�%�%�-�&�!�,�1�����1���*���&�#�!�&�����,� �������'�$�$�'�/�!�&�����(�'�,���&�,�!���$���(�*�'���*���%���'�(�,�!�'�&�+���!�&���'�*�����*���'�����!�%�(�'�*�,���&�������,�'���1�'�-�����&����
�1�'�-�*��� �'�-�+��� �'�$���7���?�����&�#���!�&���'�*�����*���'�����F���=���K�5���F�������!�&�����1�'�-�*���,�'�(����� �'�!���������&�����K�������!�&�����1�'�-�*���$�'�/���+�,����� �'�!�����7�@��
��
��� ���&���*���+�!�����&�,�+�����*�������+�#�����������'�-�,���(�'�,���&�,�!���$���(�*�'���*���%�%�!�&�������'�*���������!�&�������*�,�+�������&�,���*���!�&���,� ����� �!�+�,�'�*�!���������$���'������� �����,���*��
���-�!�$���!�&���5���,� ���+�����/���*�����,� ���!�*���,�'�(���*�����'�%�%���&�����,�!�'�&�+�6��
��

Answer Options Ranking 

�� Live Performances such as bands, music concerts, 
open mic nights, vocalists, poetry slams 
 

1 

�� Community Events (seasonal festivities, creative 
community meeting space) 
 

2 

 �� Film/Movie Events (documentaries, shorts, special 
showings, oldies but goodies, art house films) 

3 

 ��
��
���.���
���)�����#�������-����� �������'�%�%�-�&�!�,�1��� ���+���!�����&�,�!���!�������,� �����&�����������'�*�������H�J�E�=�I�J�E���+�����,�����$���0�!���$���=�-�+�����+�(�������5�����!�,� ���*�����1���*���=
�(�-�*�(�'�+�!�&�������&�����0�!�+�,�!�&�����+�!�,�����'�*�����+�,�����$�!�+� �!�&���������&���/���'�&���7�����'�,���&�,�!���$���-�+���+�����'�-�$�����!�&���$�-�������,� �������!���*���*�1�A�+�����(�����!���$��
���*�'���*���%�+�����&���������/�(�'�*�,����������� �����!�$�%�������+�,�!�.���$�7��������� ���,���/�'�-�$�����1�'�-���$�!�#�����,�'���+���������,���,� �!�+���&���/�����*�����,�!�.�����+�(�������4���������&�#��
�,� �����!�%�(�'�*�,���&�������'�����,� �������'�$�$�'�/�!�&�����+�-�������+�,�!�'�&�+���,�'���1�'�-�����&�����1�'�-�*��� �'�-�+��� �'�$���6��

���������/�����(�������������+�,���,���*�����,�������,�'���+���*�.�������%�&���������%�����������"� � �'�!���&�*���#�$�"���$��� �%�5���%�'�+�,���*���+�(�'�&�����&�,�+���+���1�7��

 

Answer Options Ranking 

A 350 seat flexible theatre space that would serve 
established community programs (chosen as #1 by 
over 50% of respondents) 

1 

 
A Center that is environmentally sensitive and 
architecturally unique that combines the arts and 
sciences 

2 

 
Creative Meeting Spaces/Retreat Center available 
for rent on a sliding scale for non-profits as well as 
business 

3 

 
Artists studio space open to the public with 
exhibition space, classroom and small recital space 

4 
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��

Answer Options 
Rating 

Average 

High-quality live Performances (bands, open mic 
nights, vocalists, quartets, theatre and dance) 

1 

 
Community art showcases and cultural festivals 2 

  
Interactive Public Art Garden interwoven with 
hiking/fitness trails 

3 

  
  

 
 
 
���.�������������$���!���������"�'�!�&�*�����'�%���'� ���"�������$�&���?���-�*�*���&�,�$�1���!�&�������/�(�'�*�,����������� �@���/�!�$�$���������%�'�.�!�&�����,�'�����'�+�,�����
���+�����!�&�����������/��
�1�����*�+���+���$�$�!�&�����'�&�����'�����G���(���*�����$�+���!�,���'�/�&�+���&�����*�������+� �!�'�&���
�+�$���&���7�������&���/�����*�,�+���������!�$�!�,�1�����'�-�$�����(�'�,���&�,�!���$�$�1�����������-�!�$�,���'�&��
�'�&�����'�����,� �����(���*�����$�+�����&�������!�&���&���������?���,���&�'���,���0�(���1���*�����0�(���&�+���@�����1���,� �����+���$�������&���������.���$�'�(�%���&�,���'�����,� �����*���%���!�&�!�&����
�(���*�����$���'�����$���&���7�����$�����+�����*���&�#���!�&���'�*�����*���'�����!�%�(�'�*�,���&�������,�'���1�'�-�����&�����1�'�-�*��� �'�-�+��� �'�$�����,� �������'�$�$�'�/�!�&�������-�$�,�-�*���$���-�+���+��
���'�*���+�-��� �������������!�$�!�,�1�7��
 
A performance space is considered the best use of the vacated land as the OC Museum of Art 
plans to move to Costa Mesa which validates the overall need expressed by residents of such a space.  
 

Answer Options 
Rating 

Average 

A 350-seat flexible performance space that could 
host multiple arts and cultural events 1 

 
An affordable creative meeting space that could be 
used for lectures and community conversations 

2 

 
Home for film and jazz events as well as festivals 3 
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Appendix C
 C-1  Newport Beach arts organizations re�ected in 
   Economic Impact data

 C-2  Creative Industries in Newport Beach
   (Dun and Bradstreet)
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2014 

 
The Creative Industries in 
City of Newport Beach, CA 

 
 
This Creative Industries report offers a research-based approach to understanding the scope and economic 
importance of the arts in Newport Beach, CA. The creative industries are composed of arts businesses that range 
from nonprofit museums, symphonies, and theaters to for-profit film, architecture, and design companies. Arts 
businesses and the creative people they employ stimulate innovation, strengthen America's competitiveness in the 
global marketplace, and play an important role in building and sustaining economic vibrancy.  
 

847 Arts -Related Businesses Employ 2,793 People 
 

 
 
City of Newport Beach is home to 847 arts-related businesses that employ 2,793 people. The map above plots 
the creative industries, with each star representing a unique arts-related business. 
 
Nationally, 750,453 businesses are involved in the creation or distribution of the arts, and they employ 3.1 
million people. This represents 4.2 percent of all U.S. businesses and 2.1 percent of all U.S. employees. The 
source for these data is Dun & Bradstreet, the most comprehensive and trusted source for business information in 
the United States. Between 2012 and 2014, Dun & Bradstreet conducted a large-scale, post-recession database 
cleaning. Despite a reduction in the overall numbers of all U.S. businesses (arts and otherwise), the arts share of 
businesses and employment remained stable as a percentage of the national totals�² demonstrating that the 
Creative Industries are as resilient and durable as other sectors of the economy. These data are current as of 
January 2014.  
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2014 

 

The Creative Industries in 
City of Newport Beach, California 

(Data current as of January 2014) 
 

CATEGORY  BUSINESSES  EMPLOYEES  
Museums and Collections  5  45  
   Museums  4  43  
   Zoos and Botanical  1  2  
Performing Arts  76  168  
   Music  27  81  
   Services & Facilities  20  49  
   Performers (nec)  29  38  
Visual Arts/Photography  158  404  
   Crafts  9  28  
   Visual Arts  33  63  
   Photography  94  257  
   Services  22  56  
Film, Radio and TV  77  343  
   Motion Pictures  75  341  
   Radio  2  2  
Design and Publishing  521  1,817  
   Architecture  121  787  
   Design  337  628  
   Publishing  3  7  
   Advertising  60  395  
Arts Schools and Services  10  16  
   Arts Councils  1  2  
   Arts Schools and Instruction  9  14  
GRAND TOTAL   847  2,793 

 
 
Research Notes: 
�ƒ The Creative Industries data are based solely on active U.S. businesses that have registered with Dun & Bradstreet (D&B). Because 

not all businesses register, our analyses indicate an under-representation of nonprofit arts organizations and individual artists in the 
data.  The data in this report, therefore, should be considered conservative. 

�ƒ Like many major data providers, including the federal government, D&B periodically reviews its database for accuracy by removing 
inactive businesses and adding new active ones. After a large-scale, post-recession database cleaning, D&B reduced the total number 
of active U.S. business records in its database to approximately 18.0 million in January 2014, down from 21.3 million in January 2012 
(-15.8 percent). As such, year-to-year changes through 2014 may not represent a trend increase or decline, but rather stem from a more 
accurate tally of the active business population. These 2014 data are the most current and accurate data available and represent a new 
baseline for the Creative Industries data. 
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Appendix D
  D-1  Primary Assets

  D-2  Potential Partners

  D-3  Current & Potential Venues
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Appendix E
  E-1  Arts and Culture Coordinator Job Description 
    (November 2013) 

  E-2   Examples from other cities of 
    Arts Sta�ing Levels
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Appendix F
Newport Beach Cultural Arts Guide

(2004)
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Appendix G
Arts Commission Art Site Suitability 

Ad Hoc Committee Report

May 2014



�
��
 

Newport Beach Arts Commission  

Art Site Suitability Ad Hoc Committee  Report  

May 9, 2014 

 

Committee Members: 

Commissioner Michaell Magrutsche, Chairman 

Commissioner Caroline Logan 

Commissioner Charles Ware 

Report for:   

Newport Beach Library Director, Tim Hetherton, 

 ArtsOC and The Newport Beach Arts Commission Master P lan Ad Hoc 

Committee  

 

Committee Purpose:  To evaluate the City’s public places for appropriateness to 

host public art, within the context of an overall master plan and vision.  

  

Team Members: Newport Beach Library Director, Tim Hetherton, Mr. Fong Tse 

of the Newport Beach Department of Public Works and Ms. Janet Cates of the 

Newport Beach Parks, Beaches & Recreation Department.    

 

The Ad Hock Committee was pleased to see the interest from all three 

departments in supporting and collaborating on the site suitability evaluation.  

The team is currently pursuing a planning intern from CSULB and an art intern 

from UCI to help with the inventory analyses and database.  Ms. Cates will serve 

as the point person and help facilitate use of the City's Parks, Beaches & 

Recreation Department database to establish art friendly sites. We believe the 

project should eventually transition and/or partner with a consultant service to 

best integrate our work with an overall vision of the City Arts Master Plan.  
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Suitability Art Placement Requirements:  We discovered that there are a 

number of public locations that have the required public traffic and visibility and a 

safe Infrastructure to present art in a meaningful and enjoyable way. We want to 

avoid having art forced into place. In addition to the Newport Beach Public 

Library Service, we have tentatively identified about 10 significant locations in our 

meetings. The biggest challenge, we anticipate, will be to add art to public 

spaces originally built without art and then joining the past and the future of the 

sites with a perfect blend of complimentary aesthetics.  This, we feel we can do. 

  

Pilot Project: The Team is conducting pilot evaluations of sites to test our 

defined suitability criteria and determine the workload for the team to collect  

and input the data to facilitate future art swaps and new exposure. We have 

already commitments for various test sites from the Library Services.  

 

Inventory:  The City’s current art inventory was recently appraised by an 

independent art appraiser who determined that, in many cases, the stored art 

was of limited value, instead of art that invigorated thought provoking and 

aesthetic experiences, the kind of art that a mature city would rightfully have for 

its art collection.   We look forward to this changing. 

 

Partnering with the City Master Plan and the Future:   

The Site Suitability Ad Hoc Committee will be integrating its research with the 

City Arts Master Plan.  In addition, the Committee will work with the City Arts 

Master Plan on future public locations to include public art and be a guide to 

expose art in an appropriate and outstanding way.  
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Art Site Suitability Process  

November 3, 2013 (Revised March 13, 2014) 

Newport Beach Arts Commission Art Site Suitability Ad Hoc Committee 

Role/Purpose:  Within the context of an overall vision for public art in the city, 

evaluate public places within the City for appropriateness to host physical public 

art. 

Process for Completing Site Suitability Study  

1 Stakeholder Informa tion Gathering (What People Think)  

Determine issues, objectives and potential concerns from key stakeholder groups. 

Seek ideas and recommendations for how to facilitate implementation of Council-

sanctioned vision. 

- Parks, Beaches and Recreation Commission 

- Public Works 

- Recreation and Senior Services 

- Community Development 

- Library Services 

 

2 Nurture Vision, Aligned with Key Organizing Principles (The Big Idea)  

Citizen and Guest Demographics and Inclinations 

Neighborhood/District Development 

Relationships to Venues, Ventures and Promotions 

Image and Identify 

 

3 Determine Suitability Criteria (What We Need)  

Visibility, Civic Presence and Public Exposure 

Activity Suitability, i.e. Active Versus Passive 

Public Use Level 

Surveillance  

Scale and Contrast 

Weather Exposure 

Susceptibility to Vandalism 
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4 Inventory Potential Locations and Assign Attributes (What We Have)  

(To Be Inventoried and Mapped by Parks and Recreation Staff) 

Space or Building Type 

Designated Area Size 

Art Location(s) Descriptions(s) 

Suitability Criteria Above 

4a  Evaluate, Categorize and Rank Locations per Criteria  

 

5 Identify Process for Actual Art Site Selection and Design Review (How to 

Implement)  

Establish Support of City Council 

Test Process with Trial Application 

 

6 Document and Package Report, including Internet Data Base (The 

Suitability Analysis)  

Utilize City’s “Web Team” 
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Appendix H
Newport-Mesa Uni�ed School District: 

Strategic Arts Plan
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Appendix I
Balboa Village Theatre

Potential Audience Survey Report
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