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ARTS ORANGE COUNTY ANNOUNCES LEADERSHIP TRANSITION
Longtime President & CEO Richard Stein Will Retire in June 2025
Patrick Brien Promoted to President & CEO, Effective July 1, 2025

IRVINE, CALIFORNIA - FEBRUARY 19, 2025 — Arts Orange County, the countywide nonprofit arts council, has
announced that it will have a new President & CEO, Patrick Brien, beginning July 1, 2025, upon the
retirement of its current leader Richard Stein. Brien has served as Vice President & Chief Operating
Officer for ArtsOC since July 1, 2022 and was previously Executive Director of Riverside Arts Council for
nearly 17 years. Stein will remain with the organization as a Senior Advisor through June 30, 2026.

“It’s been an honor to serve as Arts Orange County’s leader since August 2008,” commented Stein.
“Having been on an early committee to establish the organization back in the late 1980s, | was thrilled to
see it launched by my colleague and friend Bonnie Brittain Hall, who led it for 14 years. After more than
16 years at the helm, guiding it through the recession and pandemic, I’'m delighted to be handing the reins
over to Patrick Brien. His early career in Orange County, his long tenure at neighboring Riverside Arts
Council, and his having served as second-in-command at ArtsOC for the past three years provide the
organization with seasoned leadership. | look forward to my continued association with ArtsOC and to
watching the organization evolve and grow.”

Arts OC Board Chair Rick Smetanka said, “On behalf of the ArtsOC Board, its members, and the entire
Orange County community, | would like to extend a huge thank you to Rick Stein and express our gratitude
for his tireless, unwavering advocacy of the arts. Whether advising through state budget crises, fighting to
maintain arts funding at our schools, increasing the visibility of emerging artists and arts organizations,
sourcing valuable resource information during the COVID-19 pandemic, or advocating for the arts with
our elected representatives, Rick’s efforts and caring are evident throughout Orange County. With the full
support of the Board and Rick Stein, we congratulate Patrick as he assumes his new role, and together,
look forward to continuing to grow the impact of ArtsOC.”

“l have been in the local arts agency field for a long time, and never have | seen anyone make the sort of
impact upon their community as the one Rick Stein has made here in Orange County,” said Brien. “But
that’s exactly what he did over the course of his tenure at Laguna Playhouse. Great leaders have a way of
doing that. I’ve had the pleasure of being friends with Rick for over three decades. And now, after having
had the pleasure of working directly with him for the past three years, | have the privilege of steppinginto
his shoes. Make no mistake, they are big shoes to fill. But that’s what we do as arts leaders, isn’t it?
Accept and embrace challenge. Many thanks to Rick and here’s to our continuing to work together in the
future.”
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About Arts Orange County

Arts Orange County (ArtsOC) is the independent nonprofit arts council for Orange County, California, and
is dedicated to sustaining, strengthening, and advancing its creative ecology. Designated by the County
Board of Supervisors as its official local arts agency, ArtsOC is our community’s leading advocate and
service provider for the arts and arts education. It was incorporated March 28, 1995, and is celebrating its
30™ anniversary. https://artsoc.org/

About Patrick Brien

For nearly 17 years before joining ArtsOC, Patrick Brien served as Executive Director of the Riverside Arts
Council in Riverside, California, where he helped to connect the regional arts and cultural infrastructure
of the inland region. As a mixed-race child of an American father and a mother born and raised in Japan,
cultural and social equity has always been at the forefront of Brien’s intent. He has spearheaded multiple
programs directed toward BIPOC (Black, Indigenous and People of Color) and other underserved
communities, including art as therapy for dementia patients and adults with developmental disabilities,
and arts in corrections within the state prison system. Much of his work has focused on building the
capacity of individual artists and small arts organizations. His work as an advocate on behalf of public
funding for the arts has put him in offices of elected officials at the local, state and federal levels.

Brien serves on the Advisory Council of California for the Arts and California Arts Advocates, after having
previously served on their Board of Directors for more than ten years. He also serves on the Board of
Directors of the Americans for the Arts Action Fund. Grant panels on which he has served include:
National Endowment for the Arts, Wyoming Arts Council, Long Beach Arts Council, City of San Diego
Commission for Arts and Culture, and California Arts Council (multiple times).

Prior to entering the arts administration field, Brien’s background was professional theatre. He has
produced, acted and directed for companies from Hawaii to Europe and throughout the United States.
He ran theatres in Germany and Wyoming, and more recently founded and served as Producing Artistic
Director of The Gestalt Theatre Project, for which he has staged several regional and west coast premiers.
Brien is a first-generation college graduate of Chapman University with a BA in Theatre and Film and
Television. His wrote an arts spotlight column that was a weekly feature of the Press Enterprise,
Riverside’s primary media outlet, for nearly ten years.

About Richard Stein

During more than 16 years under Rick’s leadership, Arts Orange County has addressed the needs of the
arts and culture community in Orange County, California by becoming a trailblazer among nonprofit arts
councils worldwide--augmenting traditional arts agency programs and services with its unique role as the
community’s go-to arts consultant to government, education and nonprofit organizations in the areas of
cultural planning and public art management. This has also strengthened Arts Orange County’s role as a
leading advocate for the arts and arts education on the local, state and national level.

Prior to his appointment at Arts Orange County in August, 2008, Rick transformed the Laguna Playhouse
in Laguna Beach into a major resident professional theatre over the course of more than 17 years as its
Executive Director, growing it from an annual budget of $700,000 to $7 million, and producing more than
100 plays, including two national touring productions. There he also directed many notable productions,
including several premieres.
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Rick first came to Orange County in 1987 to serve as Managing Director of the Grove Shakespeare
Festival in Garden Grove following a five-year stint as Director of Lincoln Theater at the University of
Hartford (Connecticut) and holding management positions in two major symphony orchestras before
that. Rick holds degrees in English from Columbia and Syracuse Universities and returned to Columbia
for post-graduate study in drama on a National Endowment for the Humanities summer fellowship. He
was sent to Korea on a cultural exchange by the International Theatre Institute-US, served on the
executive committee of the League of Resident Theatres, and was a contributing writer to AMERICAN
THEATRE magazine.

Rick is a past Chair of the John Wayne Airport Arts Commission (appointed by Orange County Supervisor
Harriet Weider), past President of the Association of Fund Raising Professionals-Orange County Chapter,
and past co-Chair (twice) of National Philanthropy Day-Orange County. From 2009 to 2022, he served on
the board of Californians for the Arts/California Arts Advocates, a statewide organization promoting the
interests of the arts community, including three years as its President. He currently serves on the Dean’s
Arts Board at the University of California, Irvine Claire Trevor School of the Arts, on the Board of Directors
of Orange County Music & Dance, and as Chair of the Advisory Board of Culture OC, the arts journalism
nonprofit.

He is a regular guest lecturer at University of California, Irvine, guest lectured at California State
University, Fullerton, and was a commencement keynote speaker at the Laguna College of Art and
Design. He has served as a panelist or site visitor for the National Endowment for the Arts, California Arts
Council, Western States Arts Federation (now Creative West), Los Angeles County Arts Commission (now
Department of Arts & Culture), City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs, City of Reno, Nevada,
City of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture, Riverside Arts Council, New England Foundation for
the Arts, Louisville Fund for the Arts, City of Pasadena, and the Connecticut Commission on the Arts, for
which he also produced its State Arts Awards.

Although his career has largely been in the theatre, Rick’s first post after finishing graduate school was as
Executive Director of a local arts agency, Oswego County Council on the Arts, located in Fulton, New
York. Also, the theatre company he cofounded in 1977, Contemporary Theatre of Syracuse, continues
operation today as The Red House, a highly successful producer of multi-disciplinary arts. He is a 34 year
resident of San Juan Capistrano with his wife, Alison, an artist.



