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Arts Orange County Announces 25th OC Arts Awards Honorees 

APRIL 17, 2025 – IRVINE, CALIFORNIA – The Orange County arts community will gather on Tuesday, September 16, 2025, in 

the Samueli Theater at Segerstrom Center for the Arts in Costa Mesa, to honor its stars at the 25th Orange County Arts 

Awards, hosted by the county’s non-profit arts council, Arts Orange County. 

A Helena Modjeska Cultural Legacy Award will be bestowed upon artist Jorg Dubin for his lifetime achievement. Jorg 

has been an integral figure in Orange County’s artistic landscape for over five decades, maintaining a prolific career as a 
painter, sculptor, and mentor, and contributing to its cultural fabric through his multidisciplinary practice and dedication 

to fostering emerging talent. His artistic oeuvre involves multiple media from painting, ceramics, and site-specific 

sculpture, as well as film production design. Although many of his paintings contain social, political, or environmental 

content, he also created a series of paintings showing the transition of the former El Toro Marine Air Station after its 

closing and a September 11th site specific memorial, "Semper Memento" for the city of Laguna Beach. A more recent 

sculpture, the sixty-foot high “Mercury Falling,” can be found on the corner of the Skyloft apartment complex at the 
intersection of Main and Jamboree in the city of Irvine. 

A Helena Modjeska Cultural Legacy Award will be given to Jared Mathis and the Moulton Family. Jared Mathis 

embodies the very essence of this award - demonstrating extraordinary commitment to the arts through generous 

financial support, dedicated leadership, and a visionary approach to preserving and advancing cultural institutions in 

Orange County. As CEO of Moulton Company, Jared is carrying on his family legacy of generosity and leadership, 

exemplified by his great grandmother Nellie Gail Moulton, an artist and arts patron, elevating Orange County’s cultural 

landscape in immeasurable ways. 

A Special Award will be presented to Richard Stein. Over the course of almost 40 years, Rick has been a leading figure in 

the Orange County arts community. He transformed the Laguna Playhouse into a major resident professional theatre 

over the course of more than 17 years as its Executive Director, where he produced more than 100 plays, directing 

several of them, including notable premieres. Afterwards, he led Arts Orange County as its President & CEO for nearly 17 

years, until his retirement on June 30, 2025. Under his guidance, ArtsOC has become a trailblazer among nonprofit arts 

councils worldwide, augmenting its traditional arts agency programs and services with consulting services in the areas of 

cultural planning and public art management. These strengthened ArtsOC’s ability to serve as a vigorous advocate for 
the arts and arts education, resulting in a significant increase in resources for artists and arts organizations in our 

community. 

Four Achievement Awards will be bestowed:  

Outstanding Artist Award to Bin He. Bin He is a highly respected and accomplished musician, composer, conductor, 

educator, and cultural ambassador. Born in China, he began his musical training at a young age and later attended the 

China Conservatory of Music, where he honed his skills and developed his unique style. After graduating, he began 

performing professionally and quickly gained recognition for his talent, performing in concerts and festivals around the 

world. Bin He has made significant contributions to the South Coast Chinese Orchestra, where he serves as conductor. 

The orchestra, established in 2017, is the only full Chinese orchestra in Orange County, California. His original musical 

"Legends" was presented by the South Coast Chinese Cultural Center at Segerstrom Center for the Arts in October 2024, 

bringing to life the stories of Chinese folklore's most beloved characters: Mulan, Nezha, and the Monkey King. 



Outstanding Arts Organization Award will be given to Orange County Children’s Therapeutic Arts Center (OCCTAC). For 

25 years, OCCTAC has stood as a beacon of hope and empowerment within our community, committed to inclusivity and 

providing access to services for families facing physical, cognitive, language, social, and emotional challenges. Under the 

leadership of its visionary founder, Dr. Ana Jimenez Hami, OCCTAC combines the arts, academics, and creative therapies 

to empower and transform lives. The organization’s commitment to arts accessibility ensures that every child, regardless 
of ability or background, has the opportunity to participate in and benefit from the arts. In addition, the 

bilingual/bicultural staff leverages expertise and experience to meet the unique needs of the community at OCCTAC’s 
Santa Ana facility. 

Outstanding Contribution to the Built Environment Award will be given to California State University, Fullerton College 

of the Arts (CSUF). CSUF’s visual arts complex modernization project, completed in 2024 at a cost of more than $65 

million, includes two new buildings, major renovations to existing buildings and the addition of state-of-the-art creative 

spaces to train the next generation of artists and innovators. The complex boasts more than 85,000 square feet of new 

and renovated space, including classrooms for digital art concentrations; graduate art studios; upgraded lecture halls; 

new faculty offices; indoor and outdoor seating; and top-of-the-line facilities such as a green screen/motion capture 

room, a photography wing, a digital fabrication lab, and a drawing and painting room. 

Emerging Arts Leader Award to Genevieve Williams. As Director and Acting Curator of The Honarkar Foundation in 

Laguna Beach, Genevieve has demonstrated a deep and sustained commitment to fostering artistic excellence, 

community engagement, and accessibility within Orange County’s cultural landscape. Under her leadership, the 
Foundation has mounted ambitious, museum-quality exhibitions that highlight both historical and contemporary artists. 

A passionate advocate for the region’s creative community, Genevieve previously served as Director of Peter Blake 

Gallery from 2015 to 2022, where she played a key role in expanding the gallery’s local and international presence and 
organized more than 80 solo and group exhibitions. 

2025 marks the 25th edition of the Orange County Arts Awards (held annually except for 2020) and the sixteenth time 

that the Orange County Arts Awards will take place at Segerstrom Center for the Arts.  Preceding the ceremonies, 

honorees and sponsors will enjoy a pre-event reception and elegant dinner in the Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert 

Hall Rotunda before joining all ceremony guests for the evening’s program in the Samueli Theater. 

The program features performances by exceptional Orange County artists, to be announced. 

“Arts Orange County proudly honors the people and organizations that have profoundly impacted the creative life of our 

community,” commented Patrick Brien, who will become President & CEO of ArtsOC on July 1st, following three years as 

its Vice President & Chief Operating Officer. “Each year, we look forward to recognizing those in the arts who have 

contributed to Orange County over the course of a lifetime and those who have made a more recent impact. This is an 

evening that celebrates our diverse artistic community, where we honor and thank those whose dedication to the arts 

enriches and benefits so many throughout Orange County.” 

More information may be found at https://artsoc.org/events-and-programs/orange-county-arts-awards/   

https://artsoc.org/events-and-programs/orange-county-arts-awards/

